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ANSWER 


Reverend Mr. SIMON BROW NE's 
EBT 


eee ene 


SECTION 1]. 


Shewing the State of the Caſe, between 
Mr. Browne, and Me, and the Rea- 
ſons of this Publication. 


R. Browne in his printed LETTER 
directed to me, has (in my Ap- 
e prebenſion) treated me with un 


5 _ < 
= /jght an Occaſion, that he ap- 
pears to have wanted nothing more than an Op- 
Portunity for it. 
3 4 Under 


common Severity, and upon fo 


66 
Under Pretence of expoſin/atmg with me 
upon forme few Heads of Argument I had 
modeſtly propoſcd, and ſome Matters of Fact 
Ihad reporred in my Dedication of Mr. Pam 
fret's FuxerAaL SERMON, and a Paſſage I 
had mentioned in the Memoirs of his Lee, 
to wipe off an Aſperſiom caſt on his Memory : 
He ſeems to make it his chief Aim to blemiſh 
my Character, and deprive me of one of the 
geo Bleſſag's in this World; I mean, that 
are of R and Intereſt J have had 
among good People, and which through the 
Grace of Gon | have been helped to maintain 
duting my whole Liſe, and the Exerciſe of 
my Miniſtry, now above three and thirty Years 
in Lo dom, the Place of my Nativity. 
By this Means, I ſuppoſe, he hoped to 
bring Diſcredit on the Cauſc I thought it my 
Duty co lay ſomething in favour of. This is 
the good Service, which a younger Miniſter, 
lately come to Town, and who knows little or 
nothing of me by perſonal Converſation, has 
thought for his Fenour to engage in. How 
Well ke hath acquitted himfelf, and how ſuit- 
ably to the Charactet of a Miniſter of Chriſt, 
they that have read his Letter, and ſhall ſedately 
peruſe what I here publiſh, will be in the beſt 
to judge. 
pon hearing that a ſecond Edition was 
coming forth with a Poſſcript, I thought I had 
reaſon to expect, he would therein have ex- 
his hcarry Concern for his anſeemly 
ay of Wrizing, which has given Offence to 
Perſons 


Perſons of all Perſuaſions, and not a few of 
his own Friends: And that he would at leaft 
have /oftned, if not rettacted, his Account of 
Fats, in which he has been greatly miſtaken. 
But inſtead hereof, he attempts (as well as 
the Caſe will bear) to evade the Charge of the 
former, and ſtill perſiſts, roundly to juſtify and 
farther to confirm the /atter. Saying, © That 
« he is conſcious of no witful Falfifrat ion, 
and has madc it his Endeavour to be well 
and truly informed in whatever he has wit. 
ten on Report of others.” Indeed after thig 
he would not be #74erſiood to pronounce me 
an i Man (I thank him for this extrgor 
Inſtance of his Charity) yet how could he well 
be underſtood otherwiſe, after he had done his 
utmoſt to ſet me forth under that Character? 
This being the preſent State of the Cafe, I 
have upon mature Deliberation thought it 2 
Duty which I owed to my felf and the Truth, 
to appear in my own Defence. Should I con- 
tinne filent under theſe Circumftances, the 
World will be inclined to impute it to a con- 
ſciouſneſs of Guilt; my Adverſarics will take 
Occaſion to triumph, and infer the Badneſs 
of the Cauſe from tie ill Character of the . 
Men that maintain it; if Matters be let alone 
till I and thoſe, who are able to atteſt the 
Truth of Facts, are gone off the Stage, the 
Cauſe of Truth will ſuffer, and a Brand of In- 
izmy be fixed upon me. Beſides, I have an 
(if Gop ſhall incline his Heart) and am very 
un 


(8) 
unwilling he ſhould ſuffer Prejudice, or be un- 
det any Diſcouragement as the Deſcendant of 
ſuch a Father as I am repreſented : I have ſuffer- 
ed long by falſe Reports, though whilſt my 
ers did content themſelves with more 
private Methods of Defamation, I only de- 
tended my iclf againſt them as they came in 
my way: But fiace Mr. Browne has thought 
fit to attack me ia Print, and to rene the AC. 
fault ag un in his late Poſtſcrriot ; I muſt ſtand 
condemned beitore the World, or be thought 
perfectiy fuprd, if I do not anſwer for my ſelf 
ia a Manner as publick as that in which I am 
acculcd. 

My chief Intention in this Paper, is to ſet 
hira right in Point of FACTS, and if I have 
_ it ſufhcizatly evident that he has been 

; I expect the Performance of his Pro- 
— * to own his Miſtakes, and make all the 
Reparation be can for che great Injury he has 
done me. | 

I ſhall begin with that which occurs, paz- 
»*, Edit. 1. which I take to be of principal 
Afoment. After which I ſhall proceed to o 
ther Marters, which, fo far as they concern me, 
are but T rifles in Compariſon. 


The Paſſage is this. 


«* Orthodoxy I know will atone for many 
* Irreelarities, and, I fear, for ſome Immo- 
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ges Poflerin of his Letter, Edie. 2. 
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ke „ties too A Zealot may lay Sharcs for 


£ 4 Brother in Converſation, undermine his 
« Tntereſt with his Hearers, and, till he has 
« ripened his Deſign, profeſs. great Reſpect 
ce and Eſteem, and no Manner of Intention 
« to do him Harm; and when he has artfiilly 
« wroughtup the People to his Parpoſe, get 
e him ejected at once, and perhaps after all 
« wipe his own Mouth and throw,Jall the 
& Blame on the People. If Zea! forthe Faith 
« will not cover a Maltitude of fuch Sims, 
ce Multitudes of Zealots in all Ages have been 
* very wrong in their Condut?, however right 
ce they have been in their Principles. 

Evety one that knows what was done in te- 
lation to Mr. James Read, my late Afjitant, 
will believe Mr. Browne had that here in 
View, and that his Deſign is to charge all this 
Calumny upon me / Tn/amation, though he 
does it not expreſsly and in direct Terms. | 

Among all his Slanders, there is none dreſſed 
up with more Art, ot greater Aptneſs to im- 
preſs the Minds of People to my Diſad vantage 
than this. And who that ſhall believe it will 
not be under a ſtrong Temptation to credit 
every Thing elſe he ſuggeſts to my Diſreputa- 
tion, and think me (what if guilty I ſhould 
think my ſelf) unworthy of the Miniſtry, or 
to much as common Reſpect, from any? 

To paſs by his Sneer at Orthodoxy, which 
{though Men of erroneous Principles may lay 
Claim to) a grave Divine would preſerye the 
Reycrence of, and not mention in ſuch a ban- 
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tering Manner. By Zealot, every one will 
underſtand me to be the Perſon intended, on 
whom he endcayours to fix the worſt of Cha- 
racers, vis. mfudrous, hypocritical, knaviſs, 
and pretending Zeal for the Faith t cover 4 
Mattitude of ſurh Sms. 

And can Mr. Browne look back with Peace 
on ſuch Infinuations? Can he notwithſtanding 
all he declares in the Beginning of his Poſe- 
ferrpt, ſay, that he ever uſed the proper Means 
to be well and truly informed of thoſe Things 
wherecon his Suggeſtions are founded? Did he 
evet or write to me on this Head? Or 
hear What I, or the People I miniſter to, had 
to ſay for our Conduct in this Mattet? If he 
cannot, I mult tell him, that however the 
Thing ſhould be, he hath ſinned, Prov. xviii. 
i3. He that anſwereth a Matter before he 
teareth u, it is Folly and Shame unto him. It 
is mach that noted Saying of a FHeathey 
ſhould ſlip him. Qui ftatuit aliquid, parte 
mandita altrra, equum licet ſtatuerit, haud 
equns frut. Scn. 

It hc intended ail this Reproach only as 2 
Bill in Chancery to bring to Conßt ſiom (tho 
in that View, it would be too like the Inquiſſ 
tom, Which is ſometimes fo much cried out 
upon, yet) my Innocence makes me both 
ready and willing to clear my felt; and the 
wiping off ſuch grievous Slanders, is of too 

Importance to me to decline it. If in 
doing this 1 am obliged to diſcloſe ſome 
Things chat have been hitherro pretty much 4 
Secret, 
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(a) 
Secret, (and might have remained ſo for me) 
Jam not to be blamed, but Mr. Browne and 
his Adviſers, who have compelled me to 
it, and made it indiſpenſibly neceſſary for vin- 
dicating the Cauſe in which I am concerned, as 
well as my own Repuration. | 

Before I proceed therefore to other Matters 
contained in his Letter, I ſhall firſt give a plain 
and genuine Account of the Affair between Mr. 
Read and me, from its firſ# Occaſion and Riſe, 
to the Concluſion of it. 

Hook on this as my chief Concern, becauſe 
it appears to be the principal Ground of all that 
Diipteafure which the Non-Subſcribing Bre- 
hren have expreſſed againſt me, and by the 
Reports about it, the greateſt Miſchicf hath 
been done me. I find his D:/mfion to be 
the main Thing that is every where harped 
upon; many of my Friends both in City and 
_ Countrey, for warit of underſtanding it aright, 
have hardly known what to ſay in my Defence, 
and would be farther puzzled from what Mr. 
Browne, a Brother Miniſter, hath publickly 
ſuggeſted againſt me. I hope theſe and the 
foregoing Conſiderations, will convince all 
my Friends, that I ought to ſet this Matter in 
its true Light. 5 

The Account I ſhall now give, though 
ſomewhat long, will not be tedious to the un- 
prejudiced, and thoſe who have deſired to be 
fully ſatisfied of the Truth of this whole Af 
fair, which I have taken out of faithful Me- 
B 2 morandums 


— 


(2) 
morandums fer down of Matters of Fact, ad 
they daily occurred. It is as follows. 


eee eee eee 


SH CTTON II. 


Contaming an Account of that, which 
was the Occaſion of a Conference 
between me and Mr. Read. 


O after the unhappy Difference at 

E Saiters-Hall, not a few of my People 

Ga were much diflacisfied with Mr. Read, 
for not fabiccibing the Doctrine of the ever 
blefied Trinity, as it has been generally received, 
and tome had thercupon withdrawn from hcat- 
ing him; yet I was fo far from countenancing 
them herein, that I uſed my Endeavours to re- 
gore them to a good Opinion of him, and 
generally prevailed with them to give their 
Attendance on his Miniſtry,” and continue 
their Encouragement to it. However I ob- 
terved, there were ſevexal young Men in Com- 
n em withus, who abſented themſelves from 
my Miniſtry, white they conſtantly attended 
His Whcreupon meeting accidentally with 
one of them, who had for a conſiderable Time 
{even before the Difference at Salters-Hlall) 


accultomed himſelf to this * z I took 
rhe 


613) 
the Opportunity in a mild and friendly Man- 
net to ſpeak to him about ic; wiignifying the 
Diſcouragement it gave me, and the bad Ex- 
ample it ſet to others, wiſhing I might know 
the Reaſons of it. He kept himſelf on the 
Reſerve, but afterwards ſent me two Letters. 
The frft I received the Day following, dated 
March 23,1719. The other a Fortmght aſter. 
It would expoſe him too much, and do him 
more Harm than I wiſh him, to recite them at 
large. Beſides, I am for ſhortening Matters 
as much as may be, and therefore ſhall only 
mention thoſe Paſſages in them, which occa- 
honed a Conference between Mr. Read and me, 
and laid the Foundation of that Difference, 
which afterward followed. + 

That which in his. firſ# Letter he gives as 
the Reaſon of his frequent Abſence from the 
[Veigh-houſe, was: That ſince that wicked 
and ſcandalous Flame (as he calls it) broke 
cout at Ja/ters-Hall, my Mind appeared diſ- 
compoſed and ruffled: That it was full of 
angry Reſentments: That I intereſted my 
* People in a Quarrel, for which this Genera- 
tion will be for ever infamous: That I did 
this ſometimes in a Manner that was obvi- 
* Ous to cvery Body: At others, by Innuen- 
© does and Inſomations: That I expreſſed my 
ſelf in an unguarded Manner againſt Error 
and Hereſy : That I wasunderftood to mean 
the whole Body of Non-Subſcribers, inclu- 
* five of Mr. Read: That this greatly preju- 


* diced his Reputation and Uſctulnets, and 
Ns. 4+ _ a lienated 


a 
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( 4) 
* ajjenated the Affection of ſome from hiv? 
That for their refuſing to ſubſcribe, I cen- 


« ſured them as Arias, or as departing from 


* the Truth. 


As to his own Judgment in that great Ar- 
ticle of the Chriitian Faith, the real proper 
* Diviniry of Chris, and his Equality with 
the Farhcr, he firmly believed it; but was 
* far from thinking that the Pisbelief of it is 
* damning, where Prayer and Inquiry after 
Truth is not wanting. And inthe Clofe of 
* his Letter, he wiſhes that an Affair no way 
* — to the Laity, might for the future 
no more come into the Pulpit. 

In my Anſwer, March 25, 1720. 1 deny 
his Charges, tell him they are ſuch as he is 
not able fairly to Support? That If after ex- 
preſs Exceptions, and the clcareſt Explica- 
tion any will pervert my Words, and under- 
ſtand them in a Senſe ditectly contrary to their 
plain Meaning and my Intention; I know not 
bow it is poſſible for me to reEtify ſuch Peo- 
pics Miſtakes. 

V i reſpect rohimſelf T obſerved, that tho 
he contefied the Truth of the Docttine, he quit- 
ted the /rportance of it: That herein I differ d 
widely ttom him, and thought, that a Perſon, 
who ſhould pay religious Worſhip ro Chriſt, 
under the Notion of his not having real and 

Divinity, was fallen into the heinous 

Sin of 1defatry, was in a dangerous Error; 
and whatever his Pretence might be to Prayer 
and Inquiry efter Truth (which L muſt leave 
1 to 


(rs) 

to Gep) yet notwithſtanding, I muſt judge 
him unfit for Chriſtian Communion : Thar 
this made me ſorry to find the ill Turn, which 
had been given to his Mind by the mew No- 
tions, and that he was ſo far adyanced to the 
Enemies Camp. I was likewiſe ſorry he 
ſhould think the Affair he wrote to me about, 
did 20 way relate to the Laity: If he under- 
ſtood the Controverſy, he would be ſenſible it 
concerned them greatly, and that it was their 
Cauſe we were pleading, as well as the Cauſe 
of Truth: That one main part of the Strug- 
ole was for the Liberty and Rzght, which our 
People have by Scripture and the common 
Principles of Reaſon, to be ſatisfied of the 
Senſe, in which their Miniſters hold the 
Words of Scripture, touching Articles of 
Faith. And that all that we had done, was 
in order to prevent their being played upon b 
crafty Seducers, who otherwiſe might . 
creep in among them and deceive them, of 
which we have had but roo many forrowful 
inſtances of late. : 

In his ſecond Letter, dated April 8, 1720. 
He charges me with © Self contradiction. 
hat 1 tell him the Affair he wrote about 
© greatly concerns the Laity, in Oppoſition to 
* his Aſſertion, that it zo Way related to 
* them; and in another, I ſay it is proper to 
«© be conſidered by us Miniſters. 

That what I obſerved, relating to the 
* Diſtance of his judgment from thoſe, who 
** apprehend the Disbelicf of the real proper 

n = 6c Divinity 
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* Divinity of our Saviour, and his Equality 
* with the Father is damning, if attended 
« with Prayet and diligent Scarch after Truth. 
« js very tat from the . He ſays, i 
take the Affermative, and would be thought 
« to prove it by begging the Queſtion, making 
* Suppoſitions in no reſpect relating to tlic 
* Premilles, and from thence I draw Conclu- 
« {ons vaſtly wide from the Thing he difcre- 
dits: That what he advanced, related not 
* ro ſuch a one's fitneſs for Chriſtian Com 
© wwe", nor did he ſay it was not a danger 
ens Errey ; but that he was not on Account 
olf this his Disbelief in a damnable State : 
Tuc which he fays, he can no more recede 
« from, than he can from disbelicying, that 2 
« Man deſigning for Canterbury, though he 


© ſhould mils the neareſt Way, ſhould be be- 


« nighted, and thereby ſubjected to ſome In- 
* conveniences, may not however at laſt get 
* thither. This he is willing any one ſhouts 
fuoco. He adds, I confeſs the Doctrine, 
« but ds not think it of fo great Importance, 
* having no /Varront from the Scripture. 

As to the Liberty and Right of the People, 
to know the Senſe of their Miniſters touch 
ing Articles of Faith, he turns it off with a 
Banter. | 

All the other Parts of his long Letter, arc 
full of gro/s Avaſes on my Perſon and, Miniſtry. 
If he ices fit, he has my Confent to publiſh 
them, provided he docs me the Juſtice to ſub- 
join my Replics. | * 

10 


67 
To this ſecond Letter, I ſent a few Lines 
in Anſwer, April 12, 1720. and among o- 
ther Things told him, that ſince he thought it 
his Duty to leave my Miniſtry, (as he ac- 
quainted me in his Letter I.) he did himſelf 
thereby direct me hencefotward to look on 
him as one that had withdrawn himſelf from 
under my Care. 5 
But ſceing this Matter is now become pub- 
lick, I think it proper to obſerve upon his Let- 
ter, that he is quite wrong in charging me 
with S$e/f-contragittion. In one place of my 
Anſwer to him, I ſpeak of the Af? of Mr 
niſters ſabſcribing; in another, of the Right 
which People have to know the Senſe of their 
Miniſters touching Articles of Faith. The 
firſt of theſe I tell him, 7s proper to be con- 
ſidered by us Miniſters. The other a Pri- 
vilege and Right belonging to the People. 
What Inconſiftency is there between theſe 
rwo, or what Appearance of Self-contradic- 
tion? *. 7 
As to what he ſays of my beging the 
Queſtion, making Suppoſitions in rio Reſpects 
relating to the Premiſes and drawing Con- 
chuſions vaſtly wide of rhe Thing he diſcre- 
dits. I anſwer. The Thing he diſcredits is, 
That a Perſon, who pays religions Worſhip 
fo Chriſt, tho he denies him to be Gop, is 
guilty of a damming Sin; that which I aſſerted 
in Oppoſition to this, was, That he is in 4 
dangerous Error, and has forfeited his Right 
to Chriſtian Communion. The Medium by 
C which 
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which L prove it, is, becauſe he is guilty of 
the hainous Sin of Laolarry. If this de gran- 
ted, the Concluſions I draw do naturally and 
necarily low from the Premiſſes; but this 
he calls a gi of the Queſtion *; and the 
Thing I nad he would have me proye, 
is, that they who deny Chris Godhead arc 
(norwithſtanding their Inquiries "after Truth 
and Prayer to God) guilty of a damning Sin. 
To this I avſwer, as I did in "my former 
Letter, that to determine how far this may 
affet a Man's State with Reſpect to auwther 
World, or how far Men may be fincere in 
their Prayers to Gop and Inquiries after 
Truth Gelongs not to my Province, I muſt 
leave this to Goo. It is enough for me to 
judge of the Sin and my own Actions with 
' Reference to thoſe that are fallen into it. And 
preſerving to my ſelf this Liberty, I cannot 
admit to Chriſtian Communion thoſe, who 
deny the GobHHAD of my Saviour, whatever 
their Pretences may be to Prayer or Sincerity. 
His Somzelirnude has no Argument in it, and is 
cafily rarned upon him. A Man that is go- 


—— 


* That is, taking thot for granted, which I ought to prove. 
Percby it is plain, . is gone from the Doctrine of all the 
formed Churches, wiho have all along charged the Au and Sc. 
ciman; with Tdolatry in worſhipping Chriſt while they dev» 
him to be truly and properly Cob, becauſe herein they give 
that Glory to another whach is due to Gor only. And if ths 
be not tdolatry, we are at a Loſi to this Day how to itate the 
Nowon of Idolatry, Ser Dr. Smaibrook's Sermen. 


in 
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ing to Canterbury in the Night may he ig: 
ther d in a Slough, or if iuſſead 4 5 Eaft, 
he ſhall happen 8 travel directiy Weſt, he 
will never get thither, Wherever be the Fuute. 
rity of his Deſign. 

But from hence, I take notice how far 
this Perſon. is come alfeady, viz. ſo far, as 
to aſſert, 

The. Dottrine 0 the real GovautapD of 
CHRIST is of no fuch Importance as it 
hath been generally reckoned. This, he ſays, 
he is willing any one ſhould know. - -. 

N it follows from, his Way of rcaſon- 

That they who ſball deny the Goontap 
9 CURIST need not be under any 
Concern, if. Prayer and Inquiry after fk 
(as he expreſſes it) be not wanting. 

Tom to. charge thoſe with Idolatty who 
wor ſbip Chriſt, tho at the ſame Time they 
2 27 bom to be G OD 7s begging the Vue 

ion. 

And in the laſt Place he banters the Right 
of the People to know the Senſe of their a . 
niſters touching Articles of Faith. 

I am ſorty I have been fo long with tais 
Perſon, and yet in order to ſet Marters in 
their true Light, and to help the Reader to 
form a judgment of my Proceedings; it is 
farther neceſſary, that I acquaint him with 
ſome Particulars in his Letters not hitherto 
mentioned. At the End of bis ft Letter 
he affures me, he ſpeaks the Senſe of a con- 
fiderable Number of S erl. And in his 

ſecond 
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ſocond Letter, he ſays, I yet abide by it, that 
what I wrote was the Senſe of many of your 
People. IT confeſs this Work Getter becomes 
a graver Head, and ſuch as bear an ancient 
Relation to your Sacicty, and who have made 
the ſame Remarks and Obſervations with my 
, but have not had the Courage to do it. 
} 2gain venture to tell you, what few or none 
of your People dare to do, 2% they make 
7he ſame Complaints. 

Certainly, if any Thing ought to awaken 
the Concern of a Miniſter, This ſhould ; for 
hereby ir appeared ro me, that not only di- 
verſe Opinions sf dangerous Conſequence were 


ſpreading among fore of my People (as to my 
| L afterwards found) but a Party was 


forming, which in a little Time, (if not pre- 
ventcd ) might raiſe a Diviſion and cauſe a 
Breach in the Church. Wherefore having 
weighcd theſe Things fcriouſly in my Mind, 
I found my ſelf under many Obligations to 
take the beſt Care I could to preſerve the 
tion from the Miſchicfs that threar- 
ned it z and as herein I was not wanting in 
my Prayers to Gop for his Direction and 
Aſſiſtance, fo it was my fixcd Reſolution in 
al! Things, to act by Chriſtian Rules, and in 
the moſt Chriſtian Manner I was abic ; hop- 
ing that in ſo doing Gop would be with 
me, ſceing the Thing I was now obliged to 
was purely for neceſſary Self-defence, and in 
Difcharge of the fuuiſpenſchle Duty I owed 
tO my Flock. Wherefore, 
Abi, 


(21) 
" * April 15, 1720, I procured a Meeting of 
thoſe Members of the Church, who have rhe 
Management of the common Concerns of it, 
to whom TI added, a few more Gentlemen of 
che beſt Senſe and Subſtance among them. 
The Number of the whole was Seventeen, 
who all met except Two, that were ont of 
Town. I laid before them Mr. Hawkms's 
Letters and my Anſwers, which being read 


they gave their Opinion of them as falſe and 


ſcurrilous. And it appearing likely by thoſe 
Letters, that there were ſeveral Malecontents 
in the Congregation and a Party combining 


againſt me under the plauſible, Pretence of 


pleading the Cauſe of the non-ſubſcribing 
Mmiſters, and ſupporting in particular the 
Reputation and Uſefulneſs of Mr. Read; I 
was asked by ſome, if I had no Apprechen- 
tion of his being privy to them? To which I 
anſwered, I was fo far from it, that on the 
contrary 1 believed, if he ſaw them, he would 
expreſs the utmoſt Diſtke of them, even to 
Deteſtation. Such was my real Opinion then 
of Mr. Reads Integrity and Friendſhip. It 
was queried, if it was not proper for me to 
-impart the Letters to Mr. Read and know 


his Thoughts upon them? I told them f 


they judged it adviſable ] would, provided 
ſome of them would be with me at the Time 
did it. Hereupon ſome Gentlemen were 
nominated, and deſired to accompany me at 
the Opening of the Matter to him. Theſe 

| | 5 SBentle- 
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April 22, 1720, This Day T returned from 
Theobalds, where I had been the greateſt Parc 
of the Week, and according to Appointment 
had a mecting with, the Gentlemen; when 
I defired their Advice how to apply to Mr. 

Reed They asked me my n Thoughts, 
but 1 declined giving them, only faid in the 
general, That if Mr. Read Qiould agrees on 
MAeafares with me, ana make it known. to the 
Malccantents of the Congregation, that neither 
of us were to. be impreſſed d any Attempt s 
they ſhould make to di vide us, we hond ea 
H conquer a Difficulties. It was again 
queſtioncd, if Mr. Nead might be privy to 
mis Concern of Mr. Hawkms's, to which 1 
replicd to the fame Effect as before. It hap- 
pcncd at this Iime, that Mr. Read had rc- 
ccived the melancholy Tidings of his Mo- 
ther's Death, which obliged him ta take 2 
ipecdy Journcy to Kedermin/ter, his native 
Place. This put ws by our Deſn for a'cou- 
ſidcrable Time, and deprived us of the Op- 
portuaity of communicating what was inten- 

od. Whercupon all Proceedings were ſtop- 
ped till his Return, and the Gentlemen a- 
greed to keep Things ſecret to prevent a 
Noiſe in the Town. He continued ſeyera! 
Wecks in the Country, and upon his Return, 
I was taken ill at Theobalds, with a fore Pit 
of the Grave}, which deferred it near a Fort- 
wigeht longer. Bur 


1 
But upon my coming to Loxvon, 1 found 
this Buſineſs had taken Air, and People began 
to Report, that there Was going to be a 
Breach in the Church. This gave me a juſt 
Concetn, becauſe I feared there 
would be ſome ſtruggle: "Wherefore Trhoughr 
it my Duty before am Thing elſe, to ſee” how 
Matters ſtood among my People, and actotd- 
ingly took the firſt O. of getting a 
Meeting of the ſame Perſons to whom I had 
communicated the Affair on April 15. befote. 

June 14, 1720. Aſter folemn Prayer, I te- 
pteſented to them the State of the Congrega- 
tion, from ſome Obſervations I had made on 
Mr. Harms Letters, and the Reports I had 
heard without Doors. I fignified how much 
it was myConcern to preſerve them as 4 Church, 
and to pteſerve the Truth, which is the Foun- 
dation of Unity and Bond of Peace. T told 
them that as they had been jaſk before ſeeking 
Gop with me for his gracious Direction, fo 1 
hoped they would with Meecknets, Love and 
Unanimity, conſult together, and give me 
their Thoughts upon the preſent State of the 
Congregation. 1 Word, I prayed them. 
that with reſpect to my ſelf, they would uſe 
a Freedom : That if they apprehended me 
guilty of what was laid to my Charge in Mr. 
Hawkms's Letters, or that I had in any Thing 
misbehaved my ſelf, they would tell me of it: 
But if they knew me to be clear of thoſe 
Charges, that then they would take ſome pro- 
per Method to vindicate me from the anfuſt 
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A caſt upon me, and conſider what 
Was fit to be done, in order to preſerve the 
Peace of the Church, and ward againſt the 
Miſchicts that were impending. . | 

As I had formed no privatc Schemes, made 
no previous Reſolutions, nor concerted any 
ſecret Meaſures with any of them together, or 
alundet ; fo, that at this Time they might 
have the greater Liberty and Freedom of De- 
bate, touching any Thing that related to my 
ſelf, I offered to withdraw. But they unani- 
mouſly oppoſed that Motion, and would not 
ſuffer me to depart: However, I took care to 
be paſſrve, and leſt them to Word and do 
Things juſt as they thought fit themſelves. 

The fr/# Thing they began upon, was the 
Charges advanced againſt me in Mr. Zawkzmns's 
Lettets, touching which, they were all of then 
fo ſenſible of the Yong he had done me, that 
they moſt freely and rcadily acquitted me to a 
Man, being able to teſtify the Contrary, from 
their own perſonal Knowledge. 

ladecd upon their having fo done, I deſires 
a Memorandum might be taken of it in the 
Church-Book, that hereafter I might have Re 
courſe to it (if Occaſion ſhould be) for my 
own Vindication. Accordingly it was agreed 
by all, that a Memorandum ſhould be taken 
of it. Onc of the Gentlemen was deſired to 
write what ſhould be agreed upon, in a looſe 
Paper, and afterwards place it in the Bool. 
The Things agreed without my dittating, 
Band as follow: 


Loxpox, 
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LonDON, June 14, 1720. It is agreed, viz. 

« That the two Letters, that Mr. James 
« Hawkins wrote and ſent to the Reverend 
« Mr. Thomas Reynolds our Paſtor, do con- 
« tain ſeveral falſe Aſperfions, and unjuſt 
« Refiecz10ns. 
And ue are of Opinion, that the Reve- 
rend Mr. Reynolds has behaved himſelf as a 
« faithful Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, and as be- 
« comes the Goſpel in all reſpetts. 
And whereas Mr. Reynolds did, with o- 

« thers of his Brethren at Salters-Hall, ſau6- 
« ſcribe to the firlt Article of the Church of 
© ENGLAND, and alſo ts the fifth and ſixth 
« Queſtions of the Aſſemblies Catechiſm: 
«© We whoſe Names are under-written are 
fully ſatisſied with the Conduct of our 
FHaſtor. | 


I forbear mentioning the Gentlemens 
Names, partly for brevity ſake, partly becauſe. 
there is no nced, and chieſſy, becauſe I would 
intereſt them as little as poſſible in a Diſpute, 
that I am willing to take upon my ſelt. 

There were ſeventeen Perſons invited to 
this Meeting: Thoſe that ſigned were to the 
Number of thirteen, who were all that came, 
cxcept one, who refuſed. It was reported of 
one of the abſent Gentlemen, that he had ſig- 
niticd his Diſapprobarion of our Meeting, and 
it was thought he would come no more to us. I 


went to that Gentleman the next Day, who 
D Was 


( 26) 
was fo far from diiapproving our Proceedings, 
that to teſtity his Approbation of them, he did 
of his ccm Morton fend his Servant, while 1 
was with him, for the Church-Book, and 
wrote the following Lines without my uſing 


any Perſwa/roxe, or ſuggeſting any Thing to him 


I could not conveniently come on the 14 
paſe, to the Meeting of the Reverend Mr. 
Reynolds, and 7he Members of the — 8 
iron then met. I do aſſent and conſent, an: 

am well ſatisfied in the Conduct of the Reve- 
rend Mir. Reynolds, u <hat he has tranſact- 
ed in the Affair mentioned on the other fia, 
oppoſite Page] and never had any Scruple o. 
Hetitation heren. Therefore do ſubſcribe, as 
1 foould have done if preſent. This Gentic- 
man came to a following Mecting, when Mr. 
Read was with us. 


Two other Gentlemen, that had likc wil 
been invited to this Meeting, ſgned after- 
werds, which made up the Number ſixteen. 


After this, Jane 16, 1720. I fent the 
Clark, to delire as many to come to my Houlc 
as my Room would contain: To theſe IT alſo 
read Nr. Hains Letters, and my Anſwers, 
and ſhewed them what the Gentlemen before 
ipoken of had done, asked their Advice, and 
oftcred ro withdraw, but they were againſt it. 


After a little I ime they teſtified as follows, 
without diff ating. 5 
. 


(2 | 

We whoſe Names are underwritten, do vo- 
luntarily agree and concur with our Brethren, 
in vindicating our Reverend Paſtor, from the 
unjuſt Reflections caſt upon him by Mr. Haw- 
kins, in his tuo Letters; and alſo do volunta- 
rily agree, and heartily concur with thoſe wha 
have ſubſcribed their Approbation of his 
Conduct, in the foregomg Leaf. All preſent 
ſigaed, to the Number of ſeventeen. | 


After this, I had one or two Mectings more 
t my own Houſe, the Number of all that 
came and voluntarily concurred with their 
Brethren in ſigning the Teſfimonial that was 
given of me, amounted (with thoſe who firſt 
of ail ſigned) to above threeſcore. Of thoſe 
chat came to my Houſe, there were two that 
made the following Declarations. One rhat 
ne had like to have been corrupted by a {ad 
Man (as. he called him) but he died about a 
Year fince. He ſaid that Chriff was Gon; 
vt then he had a God above him. The o- 
ther declared at the fame Time, that a certain 
ember of à Church difcourſing with him, 
laid: That 4 Traity of Perſons in the GoD 

_ HEAD was an Abſuratty, and could never be 
rconcited 19 Reaſon. 

Beſides the aboyementioned, there are o 
tiers who were then out of Town, or could 
not come by Reaſon of other Engagements, 
ho, if ncedful, would be heartily ready to fol- 
ow the Example of their Brethren. 

Thus fat T have delivered a true and genuine 

D 2 Account 
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Account of my whole Management, with 
reſpect to Mr. Hav ins, and the Reaſons that in- 
duced me to take the Steps I have mentioned. 
But before 1 ditmils this Matter, I muſt 
take Notice of the falſe Reports, that were 
ſpread during the Time it was tranſacting. 


One was, that I went from Houſe to Houſe, 
or ſent Notes about to procure my Peoples 
Hes, and that J obliged them to ſion the 
firſt Article of the Church of ExNcCLAND, and 
the Anfwers to the fifth and ſixth Queſtions in 
the Aﬀemblics Catechiſm. Whereas I went 
to no Man's Houlc, nor ſent any Note to ſuch 
Purpole, nor tampercd with any Man to draw 
him into that which was ſubſcribed ; but left 
them all to their own ν ent, and to word 
and do as they thought fir themſelves. And 
a! that my People ſiznificd under their Hands, 
was only their Approbation of my Conduct 
to my fublcribing at Salters-Hall. So fa: 
were they from being put ro fubſeribe the Ar. 
ticle and Anſwers, that they were not ſo muc!: 
as deſired to declare their own Senſe about ſub- 
icribing, ot non ſubſcribing: But only as L had 
judged ir my Df to ſubſcribe, they though: 
fit to expreſs theic Opinion, that in my ſo do. 
we. conducted my ſelf as an honeſt Man. 
And herein I am ſo charirable as to think, that 
none of the Non-Srbſcribers themſelves wil 
ventare to protcis their ditcrence in Judgment 
from them. 

it was farther reported, that one of the 
Geariemen, who had ſubſctibed the Teſtimo- 


nia 
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nial given me, had declared himſelf ſorry for 
what he had done, that he was over perſuad- 
ed 70 it by Mr. Reynolds, but repented of it. 
Two of the Church were deputed on purpoſe 
to the Perſon of whom this was given out, 
who utterly denied his ſaying any ſuch Thing, 
and declared, he ſigned freely and valunta 
rily, not by any Compulſuon whatſoever. This 
is teſtificd under their Hands. 

But that which I take to be the heavieſt Part 
of the Charge laid againſt me, is, what Mr. 
Hawkins aſſerts in his Letter, Namely, that 
in che Pulpit I appeared diſcompoſed and ruf- 
fled in Mind, full of angry Reſentments : That 
1 expreſſed my ſelf in an unguarded Manner 
againſe Error and Hereſy ; and that I cen- 
{ured the Non-Subſcribers as Arians, which is 
as falſe as other Calumnies, that have been 
ſpread about to my Diſreputation and Preju- 
dice. As to the Diſcompoſure and Reſent- 
nents of my Mina, I can truly ſay, I am not 
conicious of them. I hope I may be allowed 
to be the beſt Fudge of the Frame of my own 
Spirit; and though in his ſecond Letter, he 
tells me, it was ſo viſible as to furniſh Niſ- 
coHrſe in Coffee Houſes, I am not to be im- 
preſſed by what a few prejudiced and maleco- 
{ent People may have reported in ſuch Places; 
where many Stories, as falſe as this, have been 
reported. Thoſe of my People who, gave 
their conſtant Attendance on my Miniſtry, 
have ſufficiently acquitted me of this, as well 
as his other Imputations. As to the following 
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part of this Charge, though [ am intirely in 
Sentiment with thoſe of my Brethren, who 
pon the Reports that were ſpread (as if the 
Lowpon Almters were not ſound in the 
Faith, and particulatly in Relation to the Doc 
erine of the Holy Trinity,) thought it their 
Duty to wipe oft thoſe Calumnies, by a pub- 
lick Confeilion of their Faith, ſigned with 
their Hand, according to what has been prac- 
tiſed by the Reformed in like Caſes * and 
though 1 cannot but think the refuſing of it at 
fach a Time, gave great Encouragement to 
Error: Yet chat I may clear wy ſelf of the 
af Aſper/rons that have been caſt upon me, 
| ſhall g a faithful Account of my Behavi- 
out ſinec oui unhappy Differences. 

It may be remembred, that upon the Da vi- 
fron at Saiters-1ia!!, many Pamphlets came 
Abroad, and the farft from themſcives, (tho 
t was deciarcd that bare Non- ſubſcribing was 
not taken 3s a ſuthcicar Ground tor the Charge 
of Arni beſides Papers diſperſed up and 
down in Coffee-FTouſes containing very groſs 
and dangerous Errocs, with grit vous and un 
uſe Reflections on thoſe that had owned the 
rom ul, oy tubſcribing it: Such as theſe, 


leſſexens the Authority end Perfection of the 
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1 
holy Scriptures, impoſing on their Brethren, fa- 
vouring Perſecution, ſetting up an Inquiſitiom, 
the worſt Things in Popery. All which were 
charged upon the Subſcribers. I was appre- 
henſive of the evil Conſequences hereof, eſpe- 
cially with Reſpect to ſome of my younger 
People, that diſcovered too great an Attention 
to Novelty, and were taken with the mo- 
dern Way of writing. Wherefore I thought 
it my Duty in Faithfulneſs to Gop, and thoſe 
under my Care, to take ſuch Opportunities 
as did offer, in the Courſe of my Miniſtry, 
( whict'” allowed on both Sides 
with Reference to our own People) to cau- 
tion them againſt the Errors that were ſpread- 
ing abroad, and to inform them of the Rea- 


{ons, chat induced me to ſubſcribe the aſt 


import ant Article in our Religion, as exprei- 
ied by the Church of ENcLAN and in the 4 
femblies Catechiſm ; thereby to guard them 
2gainſt the Impreſſions, which many bitter 
Neflections from ſeveral Quarters might make 
upon them. 

But when I did this, I not only forbore 
paſting harſh Cenſures upon the Non-ſubſcrt- 
bing Brethren, but publickly declared, that I 
belicved many, and I hoped moſt of them (1 
could not fay ll, conſiſtent with Truth) to 
be of the ſame Faith with us in this great 
Article, altho they had refuſed to declare 
it in the ſame Manner as we had done. 
And when I faid any thing (tho with no 
View to them, yet) leſt it might be inter- 
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2 Reflection upon them, I deſired 
not to miſtake me, as if I intended 
it a Oy Ian to their Prejudice, 
which I rold them was a PraQtice I abhorred 
{and thercfore wonder how Mr. Hawkins 
could charge mc with Innuendos and Injinu- 
atzons in his Letter I.) but that I therein te · 
ferred only ro thoſe Books and People, who 
ly denied and blaſphemouſly derided the 
inc of rhe cvet bleſſed Trinity. Nor did 
I reſt here, but recommended to them with 
much Earneſtncſs, a Spirit of Meekneſ3 and 
Chartty, praying them to grain the 6% 
Thaghts of thoſe my Brethren, and not 
give Way to groundleſs Surmiſes concerning 
them, but carry it wita Reſpect to their Per- 
fors and Miniftry ; telling them, that they 
might be cziy under this Aſſurance, that as 
foon as it ſhould appear any were departed 
from the Doctrine, they would have Warn- 
ing of ir. Of all this I have hundreds my 
Wuncſics. 

Now Haring to my ſelf the Liberty of vindi- 
cating my own Ac and that of my Brethren, 
which was fo much cxclaimed againſt, what 
could I wcll do more, or what could my Non. 
fabſcrebmg Brethren delice more of me to pre- 
ferve their Reputation and Uſefulneſs, than 
what I have done > Nay, fo great and ob- 
tervable has my Tenderneſs for them been, 
char ſeveral of my wery arar Friends, 
have thought me too muh in Charity 
with them. So that whilltZthoſ: of the 
| Non- 
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non-ſubſcribing Side, | have been proclaimed 
and ſer forth as a raſh, warm and ignorant 
Zealot ; I have by others been cenſured as 
too mild, too yielding and charitable, This 
has been my hard Lot, tho I humbly truſt 
the Lorp will give me Patience ſtill to keep 
on in that Wy, which appears to me to be 


the Chriſtian's Duty. 
. 


SS rox Il. 
A faithful Relation of the Affair be- 
tween Mr. Read and me from the 


Conference I had with him to his 
Diſmiſſion. 


Procced now to what does more 
ncatly concern Mr. Read, and the 
Cauſes of his Diſmiſſiom. The Gen- 
| tlemen having cleared me from the 
Charges of Mr. Hawkims's Letters, the next 
Step was, to adviſe how to prevent the Miſ- 
chicf that threarned the Congregation. 

I have already ted the Reader with 
what paſſed April I5, 1720. when at my Re- 
queſt ſome Gentlemen were deſired to ac- 
company me at the Time I ſhould impart 
Mr. Hawkins's Letters to Mr. Read, * his 
E 0. 
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Nlothers Dcath and my Illneſs, which detain- 
cd me in the Country, prevented what was 
dchencd for feveral Weeks. 

Having upon my Return to Loxpon dif. 
patched Mr. lat ms Affair, which was ther 
molt zrzent; I loft no Time, but deſired a 
Mecting with the Gentlemen aforeſaid. 

June 24, 1720. They came to the Num- 
ber of Four. They were Ki in all, but of the 
other rwo, one. was in the Country, and the 
other unavoidably hindred by Buſineſs. Thoſe 
that mer, did without any Deſiga or Suggeſtion 
of mine, either before, or at this Time, con- 
cur in Opinion, that ic was moſt adviſcable 1 
ſhoald impart the Letters and confer with 
Mr. Reas alomc about the Contents of them. 
They judged it would be too formal and 
ſole, aud might make too great an Impre/- 


fron upoa him for them to attend me. That it 


was moſt probable he would take it better, and 
theretore they thought it would be a better 
Way for mc to do it by my ſelf. Upon theſe 
Reatons, and their making ir their joint Ad- 
vice, I fubmitred to it. I acquainted them 
at this Meeting with ſome Propoſals, which it 
Mr. Reed ſhould approve, I had thought on, 
as the beſt — for obviating any Evils 
that might ariſe. I told them, 

That it was not my Intention nor ever 


in my Thonght that Mr. Read be deſited to 


Tabſeribe, ſince he had declared his judgment 


Saint ir. 


Only 
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Only that he be willing to ſatisfy me ar 
my People ( if defired) that he docs hear- 
tily agree with us in Sentiment concerning 
the great Articles of our Faith, and eſpeci- 
ally the Truth and Inportance of the Dodtine 
of thi bleſſed Trmity. _ 

Upon his ſo doing, I ſhould be 15 to 
ſignify the fame to my People, or any elſe, 
in ſuch manner as ſhould be thought proper, 
and clear Mr Read of any falſe Charges or 
Accuſations, which ſhould be laid againſt him. 

Furthermore I ſhould be ready to do my 
ut moſt to perſuade ſuch of my People as might 
be diflatisfied with Mr. Read, to attend his 
Miniſtry and continue their Encouragement | 
to it. 

On the other Hand I told them, I claimed 
the Right and Liberty, as Paſtor of the 
Church, to aſſert the Truth and Importance 
of the Doctrine of the Trinity, as hitherto 
believed by us, and to vindicate my Act ot 
ſubſcribing it, as oft as I ſhould ſee Occaſron, 
without or Hindrance from Mr. Read 
in the Paypzt or private Converſation with any 
ot my People. 

Thar I alfo expected Mr. Read ſhould free- 
ly and heartily concur with me in his En- 
deavours to ſatisfy thofe of my People, that 
had taken Diſguſt ar what I thought my Du- 
ty for maintaining the Truth, and cancioning 
them againſt Error; and that he would uſe 
his s Endeayours with me to convince them, 
E 2 "= 
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Sid Alas; fe my Miniſtry was 
<&forderiy and irregular; and that their ſeem- 
ing to fide with him in Oppoſition to me, and 
cauſing thereby a Diviſion in the Church, 
was what he diſapproved, and would by no 
Means countenance. 
Finally, if after his and my Endeavours 
thus uſed, any of the Members ſhould till ab- 
ſent themſclves from my Miniſtry, I then pro 
poicd, that ſuch Perſons be deſired in a ſi- 
lent and Way to withdraw and 
place themſelves under a Miniſtry, that might 
be more to their Satisfaction. 
By theſe Propoſe's I hoped I had not only 
made Proviſion tor the Exerciſe of my own 
Right, but had ſufficiently conſulted Mr. 
Read's Liberty and Interef?, and likewiſe the 
of thoſe that were diſſatisfied with 
my Miniſtry. All the Gentlemen did approve 
of them as realonable. 
After this I ſaid, That in conferring 
with Mr. Read I] ſhould be willing of two 
ings. The one, that in Cate of Difference, 
we ſhould minute the Subſtance of what might 
be oftered on one Side and rother to pre- 
vent Miſtakes. The other, if I found my 
ſelf or Mr. Read inclined to grow warm, 
immedistely to break off the Conference. 
This they likewiſe approved of. 
In Purluance of their Advice, I took the 
firſt Opportunity of ſpeaking to Mr. Read, 
which was the Lard Way following. June 27, 


1720. 
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554d. when I craved ſome Diſcourſe with 
him on the Morrow. He endeavoured to ex- 
cuſe it, but I told him it was about a Matter 
of Importance, however, upon his declining 
it, I ceaſed preſſing him, and ſaid he was at 
his Liberty. 

He faw fit to alter his Mind, and came to 
my Houſe the next Morning, when we had a 
long Conference without Heat or Paſſion on ei- 
ther ſide, concerning the Contents of Mr. 
Hawkins's Letters, which I ſhewed him. [ 
ſhall wave relating here what paſſed between us, 
til! I come to the Report I made of it to the 
Gentlemen of the Church, and ſhall mention 
no more, than that in the Concluſion I told 
him the Neceſſity there was of his and my 
being of a Mind in the Matters we had dif- 
courſed of, and that evil Conſequences might 
follow upon a Difference in Sentiment. I 
ſhewed him the forementiond Propoſals which 
| had written ip a Paper, and ſpoke to him a- 
bout an Article to be added; but on his ob- 
jecting to it, I promiſed ir ſhould not be men- 
tioned. I propoſed alſo the minuting what 
we had diſcourſed of, bur he ſaid we might 
truſt one another. I defircd him to think on 
nat we had talked upon, and invited him to 
dine with me the Wedneſday following ; 
when I would willingly confer with him again 
on thoſe Matters, and I thought I had a Pro- 
miſe from him. He did not come as I expect- 
cd: However the Day aftcr, I found an Op- 
portunity to ask him, if he had thought on 
what 


(38) 
what we laſt diſcourſed about? All I could 
obrain for Anſwer was; It would take wp 4 
long Time to think of it. By this I faw his 
Fad was to delay Matters as much as he could. 
Wherefore the next Morning . ſent him the 
following Letter. 


Friday N 1720. 
Sin, 


VN diſcourſing with you at my Hout 
concerning the Contents of Mr. Hau 
* uns Letters, and my Anſwer to them, 
* the Mattets we debated moſt upon did (as 
« | apprchens) reſt chiefly on theſe to 
Points. 
* . Whether a Perſon that pays religious 
« FForſoip zo Chriſt, but at the ſame Time 
* difowns him to be truly and properly Go v. 
«* (that is, in the ſtricteſt and ſtrongeſt Senſe 
ol the Word) be chargeable with deunrig tt 
on Idolatry. 
* 2. Whether ſuch a one has forfeited his 
« Clam to Chriſtiaz Communion ? 
« As to both thele Queſtions, I hold thc 
« Afirmative. I deſite you will let me know 
by a Line, whether you freely and readily 
* concur with me, in affirming the ſame? |! 
*« pray your Antwer ſome time before Monda 
«* Evcring next, becauſe ar five o Clock 
I purpolc to go out of Town, in Cafe my 
« Afirs will permit. I am 
Tewr looms Brother, end faithful Friend, 
Tuo. REYNoLDs. 
Being 


rr 
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Being in Company with him the ſame Day, 
told him I had left a Letter for him at his 
Lodging, and ſhould wait his Anſwer. But 
though I waited a Fortnight, and in that Time 
perſonally applied to him again and again, yet 
neither by Word of Mouth, nor by Letter, 
could I obtain an Anſwer to my Queitions. 

During this Delay, Mr. Hawkms was very 
buſy in his Endeavours to raiſe Diſcontents 
among my People, which called for a ſpeedy 
Remedy, though none could be effectually ap- 
plied, till Mr. Read and I underſtood one an- 
other, to which I found he was by no Means 
forward or inclined. Wherefore it appearing 
plain, that a Party was forming againſt me, as 
wellas Infinuations had been given out, that a 
Difference with Mr. Read, would cauſe a great 
Diviſion in the Church; I ſaw it neceſſary to 
have a Meeting as ſoon as I could of the 
Gentlemen that manage the Affairs of the 
Congregation, and other principal Members, 
» which I invited Mr. Read by the following 

ter. 0 | 3-1 ; 


a Thurſday July 14, 1720. 
IR, | 
intend to procure a Meeting of the prin- 
e cipal Members of the Church in the 
little Room over the Weijgh-houſe to Mor- 
* row Afternoon at three o Clock, - when 
I ſhall report to them the Reſult of the 
© Conference between you and me, in rela- 
tion 


© 


W 
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tion to the Letters, which upon their Ad 
vice I communicated to you. I would by 
no Means incur the lea Miſtake, and there 
fte pray you will be preſent, that the Mat. 
by 7 may be truly and fairy repreſented. 
« I am 


Tour loving Brother, 
and faithful Friend, 


Taro. REernoLDs. 


Faly ts, 17:0. Mr. Read was pleaſed to 
be with us. The Number of thoſe preſcn: 
were fourteen, beſide him and my ſelf: There 
were three more deſired to meet us, Fwo. ct: 
whom happened to be out of Town, and the 
third was hindred by urgent Buſineſs. Afﬀrc: 
icrions Prayer to God, I acquainted them how 
forry | was for the Occaſion of the preſer! 
Meeting. Told them, they knew the Purpor: 
ot Mr. Hawkns's Letters, which obliged mn 
to coniult them about fit Meaſures to preferv: 
the Peace of the Congregation : that thoſc 
Gentlemen whom I had deſired to act with 
me in imparting the Letters to Mr. Read, had 
thought it moſt adviſeable for me to do it at 
firſt by my felt; that accordingly I had 1 
done, and was now come to report the Re 
ſult of the Conference between him and mc, 
having deſired him to be preſent, that he 

- migh: 
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might fee Matters truly and 
and cottect me, it in any 
taken. n 

In order to this, I reminded them of the 
Propoſals, I had formerly mentioned to them, 
as the beſt Expedient I could think of to pre- 
ſerve Peace in the Church; and having them 
in Writing, I read them. They arc thoſe in 
page 34. I then gave them the following 
general and ſhort Account of what vad paſſed 
between Mr. Read and me at my Hee. Ltold 
them, that on their Advice I had imparted to 
him Mr. Hawkins's Letters, and my Anſwer, 
that we had a long Diſcourſe about ſome Points, 
concerning which, I ſhould have been glad to 
have received more Satisfaction from him than 
did: That as to my Opinion of Mr. Read's 
enorance of the Letters, I was not miſtaken ; 
but it gave me much Concern, that in ordet 
to make a true and faithful Report, I found 
my teif under the unbappy Neceſſity of ac- 
quainting them, that inſtead of fhewing ſo 
great a Diſſite of Mr. Hawkms's Letters as 1 
expected, he not only endcavourcd to excuſe 
the abuſiue Manner of them as much as he was 
able, bur (which was Matter of the greareft 
Grief) he appeared to me to countenance 
che Opinions advanced in them, which I take 
fo be of dangerous Conſequence. I told them, 
Thad deſired him to take Time to confider of 
them, and had communicated to him the Pro- 
poſals, that had been read to them, and invit- 
ed him to my Houſe in order to confer again; 

* but 


ly repreſenred, 
ing I was miſ- 


e 
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bat on his failing to come, I wrote him a Let- 
tet with two Queſtions in it, and prayed his 
Anſwer. The Letter I read to them, which 
is before in page 38. That I had perſonaliy 
applicd to him ſeveral Times, but could obtain 
no Anſwer. It a Word, I ſaid I ſhould have 
rook it kindly it he had uſed more Freedom 
with me, but ſince he was not pleaſed: ro do it, 
I had by Letter deſired him to give me a Mect- 
ing beſote them; and being now preſent, } 
dchrcd he would gratify me and the Gentle 
men, in letting us know, whether in relation 
to the tu Ore f rome I had ſent him, he. Was 
with me in the Afirmative? 

He waved it as long as he could, pretcading 
he did not know w hat Connexion there was be 
tu cen Mr. 7{awkins's Letters, or preſerving che 
Peace of the Congregation, and his anſwerin: 
thcic Queſtions: TI hat he never preached any 
1 ingot Ariant/m, and kept running from on 
Thing to another as long as he could, to every 
one's Surpriſe ; but upon my holding him to the 
Queſtions, and ſpeaking ſcriouſly to him, he at 
lait ſaid, Hleconli nat be with me inthe Affirma 
tive ef toſe Que/7zons. This gave Concern to 
the whole Company, who did not expect ſuch 
an Anſwer from him, and were wniverſal'; 
aullatis ed at it. Soon attcr this we broke up. 

muſt crave Leave to obſerve upon his An 
ſwer, that his ſaying not only that he wr. 
nt with me in the Afrmative of the Que 
lions, but could not be with me, (even = 
he had 2 Pormizht's Time to confider a: 

con 1 | 
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his Friends upon them ) was in my Ap- 
prchenſion more than a bare Negative. I muſt 
— it, that be had thought of the Matter, 
and had ſuch firong Reaſons on the contrary 
Side, that He neither was nor could be 2 with 
me in the Affirmative. 

Fuly 19, 1720. We had another Mect- 

Ten preſent, the reſt out of Town, or 


ing. 
hindred by "Buſ neſs. The End of my giving 


them this Trouble was, to read the princi- 
pal Things of the laſt Meeting, which I had 
ſet down rough as they occurred to my NMe- 
mory ; they thought 'them a true Account. 
Ar the Cloſe of this Mecting, one of the 
Gentlemen declared it as his Opinion, that 
we ſcould part with Mr. Read, and this was 
the firj# Time that any Thing of this Na- 
ture had been mentioned among us. Nor 
was this, and what after followed, through 
any Inſtigation of mine; tho after they had 
declared themſelves, I owned my Judgment 
was intirely with them. 

July 20, 17:0. The Gentlemen met me 
once more, to the Number of Nine, the reſt 
prevented as before, except One, who ſided with 
Mr. Read, and when ſent for, ſaid, he <w9rl4 
come no more to theſe Meetmmgs. I reminded' 
them in the general, of what had paſſed on 
the 15% of this Month, when Mr. Read was 
preſent. That with Reference to the 7wo 
Quo ſtiomt I then propoſed to him, He had 
— m all their Hearing, be could not 
be with me in the Affirmative. I therefore 

F 3 deſired 
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d&efired their Advice about what was fit to be 


farther done. Upon this they agreed to 2 
Refolurion that was written by one of the 
Gentlemen, and is as follows. 


We the Underwritten finding Mr. Read 
ts differ in his Sentiments from Mr. Rey 
nolds n jome Points, that we hold of Con 
ſequence i» Region; do nat fee how they 
can diſcharge the Office of the Miniſtry together 
eo Stent with the Peace and Ediſicat ion of 

+ Church. / berefore we are of Opinion, 
that Afr. Reynolds, our Paſtor, do part with 
Ar. Read, and defire it may be done as ſpee- 
ily, and in as friendly a Manner as may 
be. To this all preſent ſubſcribed their Hands, 
However, I determined not to proceed up 
on their Advice only, but to have the Scenic 
of the whole Church upon it. Accordingly, 


Let. Dae; Afternoon, July 24, 1720. Pub. 
Nek Worſhip being over, the Clark, by Or- 
der, Jchired all the Men, who were Mem- 
bers of the Church, to ſtay, which they did 
to near the Number of Seventy. After Prayer 
to Gop for Direction, that I might let then 
iro the Reaton of calling them together, | 
told them, ey were apprized of the Let 
ters 1 had received from Mr. Hawks, 
wherein ke d me, Le ſpake the Senſe of 


many of my Church ; acquainted them with 
all the Steps I had taken in Relation to tha: 
Afar ; That ſeveral of thoſe Gentlemen were 


then 


ST» 


th 
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men prefent to: atteſt the Trab of Facts 
That the Deſigu of calling the Church ro: 
gether Was to know their Senſe in Relation 
to their Deſire of my parting with Mr. Read. 
Aer ſome Silence. one of the Gentlemen 
ſtood up, and declared it as his Opinion, that 
we ſhould ſpeedily part with Mr. Read. On 
the other Side it was replied, that Mr. Read 

was no Arian; That he was found in the 

Doctrine of the Trinity, and never had de 
livered any Thing from the Pwpit that 
ſhould give che leaft Cauſe to queſtion it; and 
ſecing he had faid nothing from the Pulpit 
that was exceptionable, it was hard he ſhould 


* 


be charged as an Arian, or Words to that 


Effect. | 

In Anſwer to this, I ſaid, that charging 
him as an-Arian was an artfu! Infnuation 
and a Miſtake. I called the whole Society 
to witneſs, it was not the Matter in Charge 
againſt him, but his not affirming with me, 
that a Perſon who worſhips Chriſt, tho he 
denies him to be Gon, is guilty of T4olatry, 
and has forfeited his Claim to Chriſtian Cam- 
mun:on. His differing from me in theſe Points 
would in our preſent Circumſtances produce 
very miſchievous Effects in the Congregation. ' 
it muſt cover and countenance Araniſm, 
open the Church Doors to it, and cheriſh it 
when entred in. Put Caſe that in a Time of 
abounding Error (as the preſent is), any of 
my People ſhould become Arians, or disbe- 
liexe the real Gopeeap of Chriff, _— 

e 
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Nea join with me in convincing them of Ido 
larry and Unfitncſs for Chriſtian Communion 2 
No, he maſt withſtand and oppoſe me. Should 
I futpend, ot refuſe the Communion to ſuch, 
(ot any others, whatever their Opinions bc, 
provided they own themſelves Chriſtians, and 
ate not guilty of groſs Immoralities) he muſt 
condemn my ſo doing. What in probabi- 
liry will follow upon this? Why, a War in my 
Church, and Mr. Read at the Head of it. 
How then can he be my A//itant, when ac 
cording to his Sentiments he mutt pull down 
what I ſhoald think my Duty to build up? 
There is no diſcerning Perion but muſt ſee, 
that 2 Difference of this Nature, leading to 
ſuch a Difference in Conduct, could afford 
no Profpet of Comfort, or tend to the 
Church's Peacc. - 

To this it was replied, That the Buſineſ 
of receiving and cxcluding Members belong 
ine to mc as Paſtor, Mr. Read need not in- 
tettere with me in that Concern. 

I anſwered, Granting it, vet how could he 


in this Caſe do the Part of an Afiftant 7 


in which I fhonld expect his Help, and it may 
be, necd it more than in any other. Beſides, 
| may now add, that it is hardly to be con- 
ccived he ſhould keep himſclt neater. I had 
2'rcady ſeen the contrary, and began to feel 
the ill ffecds of it in the Aﬀair of Mr. Hau 
bius. For tho' I believed him ignorant ot 
the Letters Mir. ZTawkms ſent me, I cannot 
be fo cicar in thinking he was ignorant o. 
his 
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his Opinions. Tis plain he abetted them at 
2 Time it had begun a Diviſion in the Church, 
and threarned/ a farther one. And how can 
any Man, that will put himſelf in my Cir- 
cumſtances, be for continuing ſuch an one as 
his Aſſiſtant, that ſhall abet and countenance 
thote, who are endeavouring to divide and 
break his Church in pieces? it 

There were other Altercations about Creeds 
and Catechiſms, but as theſe were 
forcign to the Point in Hand, I ſhall not 
prolong the Account, or tire the Reader's Pa- 
tience with the Rehearſal of them. 

The laſt thing which cauſed Debate, was 2 
Motion, that the Meeting be adjourned 10 
that Day ſevennight, and Mr. Read dejfired 


to be preſent. It was urged on Mr. Reads 


Side, that he ought to be there and ſpcak for 
himſelf. It was offered on the other, that 
he had been heard, and declared himſelf in the 
hearing of ſeveral preſent, who being appea- 
ed to, atteſted the Truth of the Fadt. To 
queſtion the Veracity of ſo many Gentlemen, 
was to deſtroy common Faith. Suppoſing ano 
ther Meeting and Mr. Read preſent, what 
muſt be debated? Why, whether he did 
agree with me in the Queſtions, or no. But 
this was altogether needleſs, ſecing he had de- 
clared himſelf before theſe Gentlemen. There- 


fore the preſent Matter, upon which the 


Church's Senſe was to be asked, being noto- 
tious and inconteſtible, the deſiting a farther 
Adjournment could be intended for no other 

Purpoſc, 
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Parpoſe, than to gain Time to make a farther 
— wma gw, ů —— re- 
ſentatioms and cunning Arts (of — we 
had Expericnce enough already) to amuſc, 
perplex and ſtagger the Minds of my People. 
However, not this, thoſe tha 
were for Mr. Reed ſtill infited on it, that h. 
ſhould be there. But fince they could not 
dcay that Mr. Read was not with me in th 
and I forcſaw the Miſchief intende: 
by a Delay, I did expreſs my Judgment a 
gainſt it. The Matter having been debated 
for 2 conſiderable while, Mr. Read's Friend: 
moved for the Queſtion, which Was agreed to. 
And it was put. 

Thar there be another Meeting next Lord's 
Day, and Mr. Read defired to be preſen. 
Six or ſeven {lands for 3 the reft againſt is. 

_— 2 was put. 
dart with Mr. Read, and ds it 
prot a 2 Manner as may b. 
whole Church for it, except Six. 

Hereupon many rejoyced, bleſſing Gop to 
find this troubleſome Affair iſſucd with {- 
much Uuanimity, and comforted and ſtrength 
ned one another. In Purſaance of this I (cn: 
the following Letter to Mr. Read; 


Tueſday July 26, 1720. 


STR, | 
1 T a Meeting with ſeverai of my Peo 
3 ple, ſiuce that which I had with you 


44 ar 


ou 
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« "ot the 1/eigh-honſe. They have agtecd in 
« the following Sentiment. | E 

« LONDON, Fuly 20, 1720. We 
« the mdercaritten fnamg Mr. Read to dif- 
fer in his Semtiments from Mr. Reynolds 
«im ſome Points, that we hold of Conſe- 
« quence in Religion; ao not ſee, how they 
« can diſcharge the Office of the Miniſtry to- 
« gether conſiſtent with the Peare and Edi. 
*® fication of our Church. Aud therefore, we 
e are of Opinion, that Mr. Reynolds our Pa- 
« ſtor 4% part with Mr. Read,” and deſire it 
maß be done as ſpeedily and in as friendly 4 
* Manner as may | 


Signed by * 


J NK OL E 
R. EH. FH, TC, 


e In Anſwer to the Deſire of theſe Gen 
* tlemen, I had a Mecting of all the Mem- 
bers of the Church that were prefent, laſt 
Lords Day aftet Sermon, when being 
by Computation in Number between „x- 
« fy and ſeventy, after ſeveral Debates, the 
Things following were put to the Queſtion, 
* That there be another Meeting next Lord's 
Day, and Mr. Read deſired to be preſent. 
About fix or ſeven Hands on the Affir- 
* marive, That I part with Mr. Read, and 
do it as ſpecdily and in as friendly a Man- 
's 10 ner 


(50) 
* nct as may be: About five or fix on 
the Negative. So that there was about ter 
to ove Difference. 

*I am deeply affected with the Occaſion 
that has laid me under the Neceſſity of im- 
<< parting this o you, and farther acquainting 
« you, chat I ſhall make other Provi/ion for 
* my People next Lord's Day Morning, and 
the like for the future. 

* Your Ditagreement with me in Senti- 
ment about Matters of fo great Conlc- 
* quence, and your Way of managing, hayc 
« given me and my People a World of Trou- 
* ble and Gricf, both on your own and ma- 
* ny other Accounts that are obvious. I have 
«< always teſtiſied a juſt Eſteem and Love for 
« you, and have had a great deal of Eaſe and 
* Pleafurc in the Concurrence of your La. 
* bours with me, and ihouid have rejoycc 
* 2s much as any Man in the Continuance 
* of it, had not this Difference rendered it 
« witeriy menten, with my own and the 
* Peace and Edification of my People. But 
« theſe Things, and the Concern I have for 
* Trurh, mult take Place of Perſonal Re 
at. However, as the Reſolution, that 
* has been taken by me and my Peoplc, 
has not proceeded from any private Piqu, 
but from Couſcience and neceſſary Self d. 
« fence; {© I ſhall cndcavour to be as mucii 
* your Friend, as I can conſiſtent with theſc, 
* and the Dutics I owe to Gor and those 

; & he 


(WF 
« he hath placed under my Care. I there- 
«. fore ſtill ſubſcribe my ſelf, 


/ 
Your faithful Friend, 
tho much affiifted Brother, 
Tuo. REYNOLDS. 


P. S. Sir, my People will continue their 
Subſcriptions to you till Michaclmas 
next. | 


To this faithful Account ] have given of 
the Concern between Mr. Read and me, I 
ſhall only add, chat tao it is poſſible, I may 4 
not in cvery Particular have conducted my x 
{cif agreeably to every Man's Judgment (47 
feile eſt placere omnibus) yet I can truly 
day, I have in all Things ated according 
o the beſt of my own. I am ſenſible, no 
Vroccedings of Men ( where there are con- 
tending Parties) can be ſo managed, but 
there will be ſome, who will pretend at leaſt, 
ioracthing to carp at and blame, even tho 
there be no real Canſe for it. But I hope 
{NCTE are none will be able, juſtly to charge 
ic with material and wilful Miſtakcs. 


. 
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Serton 


Comaining Auifeers to darious Reports 
and Objettions, 


No crave the Reader's Patience, 1 
»hüſt I offer ſomcthing in my Tn. 
dieation againſt the Reports that 
were framed and ſpread on Purpolc 
to favour Nr. Read, and incenſe the World 
againlt me, and thoſe, who had parted with 
um. I do not pretend to ailign Mr. Browne, 
or Vr. Reed, as the immcdiate Authors of 
them. ot trace them up to their firſt Sprengs ; 
but that uchi Reports have been, and continue 
to de [preac to my Difadvantaze, and are to this 
Dae cehreved by many, is Notorious, and there. 
tore I think it neceſſary to reply to them. 
Aitter his Diſpujfion I had oniy the Oppor- 
runiry of one Zonfs Dey to preach and ad- 
winter the Sacrament, before I fell into ſuch 
Indifpotion of Body, as gave little hope oi 
Life, occaſioned very much through the Fa. 
ur and Concers I had, about this trouble 
dene and perplexing Aﬀaic. i was confined 
for above three Months, in which Time my 
Caharatter was muck inſuſted and abuſed; arriui 
Methods were uſed to dilizade and draw away 
People from me, and to diſtreſs me all they 
could. Besides thoſe Things I knew, 
there were I douot not many more that 
arc 
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are ſtill hid from me; but that which I take to 
be very unmerciful, was the ſpreading of lying 
Reports concerning my Szckneſs; as that it had 
affected my Head, that I ſhouid never more 
be able to appear in a Pulpit, Sc. I take this 
Occaſion moſt thankfully to own the adorable 
Goodncis of Gon, who reſtored me; I hope 
in Anſwer to the many Prayers of my Friends 
and Brethren, . and that during the Time of 
my great Indiſpoſition, through their Kind 
Help, the Church was preſerved; ſo that ex- 
cept thoſe few, that went off with Mr. Read, 
don't remember above ma, that afterwards 
Icft us. And if of about three hundred Com- 
municants, fen or twelve ſhouid be deluded 
and led away (though 1 ought to be ſorry for 
ir, yet) my Adverſarzes have no great Reaſon 
to boaſt. 

The Time would fail me to relate all the 
idle, ridiculous, and inconſiſtent Stories, that 
were vented in all Companies, and ſent by 
Letter to diſtant Parts. Bath and Twnbridge 
{whcre our Friends of the beſt Faſhion and 
Subſtance are uſed to reſort in Summer) rang 
with invidious Reflections; at the latter of 
which Places, very raſh and unchriſtian Cen- 
ſures were paſſed upon us from the Pulpit; I 
cannot but, acknowledge my Obligations ta 
tote Gentlemen, who teſtified their Reſent- 
ments of this Injuſtice. In Ireland and other Parts 
have been ſtrangely repreſented, and to this 
Day am hardly thought and ſpoken of. 


Here 
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Here at Lowpon, in one of the moſt pub 
lick Ceſſee Hlouſes near the Exchange, out 
Proccedivgs were called a Piece of complicated 
Pallany, and Presbyterian Prieſt Craft with 2» 
Wuncſs, and it was confidently denied, that 
an Adj to the next Lord's Day, when 
Mr. Read ſhould be prefent, was fo much a. 
put to the Queſtzon. The Perſon who with 
great A urance affirmed all this to a Frien 
of mine, before a Company of near rue 
Gentlemen, came indeed the next Day, 

his Pardon, and owned he was 
wrong, bur that he had it from ſuch a Pe- 
fon whole Name he mentioned. My Friend 

applied to that Party, who denicd, 

that ever he ſpake ſuch a Word to him or any 
Body elſe. For which Reaſon he was not ſatisticd 
with this private Acknowledgment, but inſific4 
upon his owning the Falſhood in the fame 
Manner as he had proclaimed it, but I cannc: 
learn that he cver did fo. 

Another Report was, that Mr. Read w. 
eyed ed for Nox /ubſcribmg. This Calumny 
Mr. Browne is plcaſed to eſpouſe and confirro 
with the Weight of his Authority. See p. 
Bait. 1. I know not what Endeavonrs he uſc 4 
to be cell and truly informed, but I am ſute 
nothing is more faife. Though upon the 
Choice of an A ſſiſtant, I ſhould deſire one, 
who would no more ſcruple ſubſcribing then 
my ſelf, yet Mr. Read — ſetled with mc 
preſuming he was ſound in his Opinions) 1 
was to far from breaking with him upon this 
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Score, that I made expreſs Proviſion againft 
it, and declared, that it was not my Intention, 
nor ever in my Thought, that he ſhould be de- 


fred to ſubſeribe, ſeeim his Fudgment was 


2;ainſt it. But though this was well known, 
yet his Non-ſubſcribing muſt be reported as the 
Cauſe of his Ejectment. 

It was farther infinuated, that ever ſince hic 
Non ſubſcrihing I had concerued a ſecret 
Grudge againſt him, nay they carried it ſtill 
higher, to the Time a Preſent had been made 
him by ſome young Men of the Church. And 
will they thus venture to judge the Secrets of 
my Heart? What is become of all that Cha- 
rity that is ſo much talked of among theſe egre- 


gious Diſciples of it! May Gop forgive them! 


When I heard that my parting with Mr. 
Read was imputed to a Eruage, I mentioned 
this very Paſſage of the PRESENT, as 2 
Proof in my Vindication ; alledging, that if 
i was of a grudging Temper, ſome (had it 
beea known) would haye thought I had Oc- 
cation for it Tears before that, when thoſe 
young Men (among whom Mr. Hawkms was 
a principal Verb) by a Collection raiſed pri- 
ately among themſelves, made that Preſent 
to him. But though I knew of it, I not on- 
iy took no Notice of it, but did every where, 
and to every one continue to ſpeak of Mr. 
Head, and carry it to him with the ſame Re- 
ipet as I did before. And if this be not 
enough, I can farther ſay in Truth, that I bore 
kim no Grudge, But what I thus brought as 


1 an 


— 


— 


irn r 


"T3 _—_ FI 4 
. * — _—— > 


656) 

an Argament in my Vindication, when the- 
wy an vy en of the'Marter, they turned 
ir againſt mc. What Fence can a Man ha- 
ant the Tongues of ſuch People? 

The {fame w icked Spirit — (wher- 
it could} that I envied bim for his ſuperi- 
Ates. Bur why ſhould I do that? When 
bad double the {zdence in the Afternoon 
to what he had in the Morning, and tho“ 
Perſons ot as good Sen ſe and Faſhion. Few 
bocucve will be impreſled by this invidios 
Sagechion, who know the Concern I hv: 
had bori before and hace his Relation to ne 
(having had rhe whole Cate of it upon my tc!!! 
to provide fach for my Afijtants, as all th 
World will judge (without any leflening »: 
Mr. Read) to be no war interior to him ::: 
tagiſterial Abitiries. And if on this or tic 
torezoing, Account, ot any other, L had born 
206 e to him, how comes it, that I did not 
goſe with ſo fair an Opportunity of caſi ing my 
{df of him, as I had when asked to reſign | him 
to a conſiderable Poſt at Rotterdam; bur op 
poled it heartily, and was under a deep Con. 
ceru uponthe moving of it to me? The Trat 
of which there are thoſe, who arc able aud 
ready to atteſl. And if after this, any vi 
fall judge my Heart, I can do no more than 29 
peal to Gon as my /#:inefs, that in profiding 
Petious to aſſiſt me, I have always denied n 
ſelt. and never ſuffered the ſiiperior Abilitis 
of any Man to be an Objection with me, bat 
have made it my Cate to recommend to Ny 
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People ſuch, as would be moſt 
them, how much ſocver I might think them 
to exceed me: Herein I am perſuaded they will 
be Witneſſes for me. The Conſciouſneſʒ of 
my Innocence maxes me reject theſe Calum- 
nics with Scorn, and excites my Pity to the 
Authors of them. 

Another Reaſon given of his Ejectment was, 
Becauſe he would not pronounce on 
all thoſe, that were not of my Opinion in the 
Doctrine of the Trinity. Whoever he be 
that formed this Report, he is a falſe Accuſer. 
hope I dread invading the divine Prerogatzoe 
as wei! as others. I may judge of Men's Sms, 
though I offer not to paſs a definitive Sentence 
upon any Man's State, but maſt leave that to 
God, as I have all along declared. I never 
deſired Mr. Read to do that, which I durſt not 


do my ſeif, The Gentlemen are Witneſſes, 


that I propoſed no more than the two Queſtions 
to him. 
But one of the moſt popular Clamours a- 
gainſt me is, that Mr. Read being ignorant of 
my Dejgn, I drew him into a prevate Con- 
ference, and notwithſtanding I encouraged 
uam to uſe Freedom with me by an Engagement 
of Secrecy, 1 afterwards betrayed the Conver- 
ſation. I utterly deny the Charge, and if 
Mz. Read has given any Handle fo it, 1 (hail be 
gricved for him. Can he fay it in Truth that 


lc was intirely ignorant of the Deſign of im- 


parting the Letters to him? How was it then, 
that he ſhould tell me but a few Days belong, 
_ 
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of his being informed of all that paſſed? 
Namitig the Perſon that told him? Whzr 
Tricks did I uſc to draw him into it, when! 
gave him fair Notice beforchand, and told 
him I had a Matter of Importance to impart? 
As to Secrecy I ſolemnly aver, that I laid my 
ſelf under no Engagements to it. Nor did 
he uſe Freedom, but was much on the Reſerve, 
and when I complained of it, ſaid, He ough: 
ro be on bis Guard; as being well aware (I doubt 
not) beforc he came, of the Buſineſs I had 
with him. If I was guilty of betraying Con- 
verſation, why did he not charge me with it, 
when by Letter I firſt made known to him 
my Intention of making Report to the Gentic- 
men? Or why did he not when met toge 
ther? This is an Excuſe contrived afterward: 
(not I hope by himſelf) but ſome pretendec 
Friend, to put the better Colour on his Cauſc, 
and render me the more oi, . But as | 
was under ws Engagements to Secrecy, fo | 
know no Rule of private Converſation, that 
obliges me to conceal a Matter of the moſt 
miſchievous Tendency, and thereby depri 
my felt of the Uſe of proper and neceſlary 
Means do guard agaiaſt it. This Charge of 
betraying Converſaiton is 2 late Invention, to 
prevent the 47/covering of thoſe who are in 
filling Notions in ſecret, which at preſent 
they date not openly oon: Bur I am not to be 
detetted from my Duty, by this politick Scar 
Crew. I am as much for obſerving all thc 
juſt and teaſonable Kules of Converſation, 2+ 
others, 
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others. This is the firſt Time that any have 
laid the Breach of them to me, and with how 
little Reaſon, the impartial Reader may judge. 
But this Objection I have met with artfully 
turned, and altered another way, to rend- 
er it the more plauſible, thus: That Vir. 
Read hai always a great Reſpet? and 
Friendſo;zp for Mr. Reynolds, and had often 
[food up for him and vindicated him, that 
having a Conference with him, he thought he 
might be free, and under Secrecy by the Bonds 
of Friendſpip ; but it was at the End of the 
Conference he told him, that what he did was. 
uon the Advice of the Gentlemen, and then 
propoſed the minut ing down what was ſaid on 
one ſide and t other. I will allow, that before 
what happened in relation to Mr. Hawkrns, 
1c might at the Parrof a Friend. He had 
no Reaſon to do otherwiſe : I will preſume ro 
ay, that on my part I was not behind hand 
with him ; (as he muſt know I am able to 
cvincc) though on the opening of that Affair 
| obſerved a viſible Alteration in his Conduct, 
which gave me no ſmall Concern and Grief. 
Of this I have flagrant Proofs, however, ſhall 
{ay no more at preſent, than what himſelf and 
Party have made neceſſary for my own De- 

tence. | 
But the Streſs of this Obiection lies upon 
av not telling him, till the End of the Con- 
{crence, that what I did was by Advice of the 
Ceutlemen. Suppoſe I had told him, what 
ten? Why then it would have put him more, 
=_ | upon 
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upon his Guard, he had not been fo free and 
That is, he would have concealed his 
iments. And how would he have done 
that ? It maſt have been either by a direct re 
fuſing to let me know them, or by an artſz/ 
Reds them: How could he fairly do the 
LI muit have told him the Circumſtances 
of rhe Congregation made the Knowledge 
of them neceflary, and I came in the Gentie. 
mins Name as well as my own: And I am 
well ſatisſied his refuſing, would by no Means 
have been for his Advantage. Shall we fup- 
poſe, he might have deceived me by Art and 
Cann? Where then wonld have been the 
Sincerity, that is to be expected from ever; 
boneft Man, and cipecially a Miniſter? Putting 
it thus: The concealing of his Sentiments by 
a downtight Refuſal, would have loft his In 
tereſt in the Church, or if hc had decerved mc, 

he rauſt have wronged his Conſcience. = 
But allowing it to be true, that 7 did not t. 
im at fir Ho ſtands the Objection now 
Why being gnorant of it, he thought (+ 
meghr os free and under Secrecy by the Bond's 
of Freendſo;p. If he ſhall ſay he was 785. 
rant of i, I cannot belicve him, for the Re. 
fon aircady given, and the Friend that in 
formed him of all that paſſed, was one of thoſc 
very Gentlemen that gave me the Advice. 
he Mall ſay, he thought he might be free u 
we. I aver it again, as I have already, that i: 
s Ae, lc was far fromuſing Freedom. Fc 
knows | was forces to preis and urge him to 
r | toll 
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tell me his Sentiments. If he ſhall ſay (or 
any for him) that telling me his Scnti- 
ments, he thought he might be under Secrecy 
by the Bonds of Friendfbip. Beſides the De- 
claration I have made before, of my being un. 
der no promiſory Engagement, I farther an- 
ſwer, that I take no Bonds of Friendfhip to be 

ahſolute, but to receive their Meaſure from the 
ſupreme Law. I confeſs my ſelf bound to be 
ſtrict to all ſuch Laar as arc 42 wih 
that, nay, in Things lawful, I am obliged 
without the Tye of a Promiſe, to Pere 
thing, that I think would be prejudicial to my 
Friend. But no Bonds of Friendſhip can o- 
blige me to be falſe to Gob, wnfaithfu! to my 
Iruſt, or inbuman to my ſelf; all which I 
think I ſhould have been by keeping ſecret 
what Mr. Read or others do wiſh I had: 
Upon the whole, as to the Circumſtance of 
Time, whether 1 acquainted him with the 
Gentlemens Advice at trac Beginning or End 
of the Conference or not: After what I have 
laid, I leave it to Mr. Read and his Friends to 
chaſe which they will, becauſe not having 
this particular Circumſtance down in my Mi 
nates, I cannor ar this Diſtance of Time bc 
pohtive in aſſerting any Thing, except in the 
general, that the mentioning of ir firſt or laft 
was indifferent; and which way ſocver it 
was, I do not ſec how he can fazrly turn it 
any Thing that ſhall anſwer his Pur- 
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What concludes this Objection is, that 7 
d not m, down what was ſaid 
on one and tother till at laſt. If this 
be Matter of Charge, I own, that both the 
als of Peace, and minuting what ha- 
| paſſed, were mentioned in the Cloſe of the 

Contcreace. And in reply to this, I fay, that 
then was the only proper Time for both. Th: 
eithet of theſc, before any Diffe 
rence appeared, had been needleſs and abſurd. 
and I ſhould have incurred the Charge of tha 
fo much abhorted Evil, JEaLousy. Be- 
fides, the Gentiemens Advice went no farther 
than in general to imparr the Letters, and 
know Mr. Read's Thoughts upon them. As 
ro Circumſtances, they were at my own Diſcre- 
tion to act as | f fit: And as to minuting 
with teſpect to the Conference, ther: 
was no Harm, I think, in the Motion, 
when I offer d ir, he made no Complaint. 
As yet, I had minutcd nothing my ſelf, and 
he wes inthe ſame Condition of Liberty to do 
it or not, as he ſaw fit. But ſuppoſe I had 
taken Miautes by my ſelf without acquaintir:; 
him, what have any to ſay to that? This was 
a Prudential intirely in my own Breaſt an: 
Power; but I was unwilling to truſt niy 
XMemory, or run any Hazard of wronging hiw 
or my felf. As to my Propoſals, it had been 
well had he hcackncd to them, and come 
and conferred with me again as I deſited. Any 
at rcad them mult judge that if he had been 
zuclincd ro Peace, or had not differed 

orcat!y 
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orcatly from me in Judgment, he would have 
teadily embraced the Offer. I fear he had 1 
Adviſers, who puffed him up with imaginary 
Hopes, in which he was diſappointed ; and 
for which he muſt blame himſclt, not me, 
who ſtudied to preſerve him, and had no De- 
ſign of parting with him till he himſelif made 
it neceſſa y. 

But what Mr. Broume has endeavoured to 
fix upon me, is ſtill more heinous than any 


Illing yet given out; and, being publiſhed by 


him, a Brother Miniſter, with his Name at 
large. it muſt without doubt have excited the 
Attention of many. I ſhall now conſider fo 
much as concerns the Paſſage I at firſt cited, 
and make my Remarks upon it. 

A Zealot may lay Snares for a Brother in 
Comuerſation. His Deſign by this and all that 
follows, is to inſenuate that thus I did by Mr. 
Read. He has choſen this oblique Way of 
charging me, perhaps for this Reaſon, That 
if I ſhould be able to make it out to be vile 
Kander, he might have this Evaſion, vir. 
That he put a Caſe only in general, and made 
0 ſuch Application as I have done. All 
Mankind will cafily fee through this Arti ſice, 
and not think I wrong him by taking it to 
my (elf. "Tis plain from the Connexion and 
Scope of the whole Paragraph, that his Aim 
is at me. What other Reaſon could he have 
ior publiſhing ſuch a Story? I ſay then, that 
to inſinuate ſuch a Charge againſt me in the 
Lump, without ſhe wing what thoſe Snares 


3 were, 


664) 

were, ot producing the leaſt Inſtance in Proc 
of it, is, in a Perſon of his Profe//ion and 
Knowledge, one of the higheſt Ads of 7» 
#nſtice, and the more ſcandalows, by bow much 
the wore there ap of Art in the Impu- 
tation. & accuſaſſe ſufficiat, &c. If 1h 
to accuſe a Man, be n, who will bc 
innocent 

My Converſation with Mr. Read on this 
Occaſion was no Contrivance of mine, but 
upon tae Motion and Advice of the Gentle. 
men. I uicd no deceitful Tricks to draw 
him into it. In conferring with him I was 
plain and above board, more frank and open 
than I weeded to have been. In my Repos 
to the Gentlemen I deſired he N pre. 
ſent, and ſaid no more than what he con- 
hrmed himſelf ; and aiterwards left the Gen- 
tlemen to lead the Way, and take ſuch Ma 
ſurcs as were agreeable to their own Juaz- 
ment. If this be laying Snares in Cenver /a 
7:on (for I know no other) if this be reckon 
cd ro me as a Reproach, I ſhall contented 
iv bear it, and think my ſelf not out of my 
Duty in aebi the Shame of it. 

He lays of the Zealot that he may und 
mine bis { Brothers] Intereft with his Her 
ers. This, tho put like the other as a po. 
ſivdic Thiag, he would have believed to 5: 
Fact. Bur as a Chriſtian and Miniſter, 
ſhould cither have charged it home and pro- 
duced his Evidence, or not have ſpoke 
Mord of it. The bare ſuppoſing, or puttin? 
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it upon me by Inſinuatiam without Proof is 
againſt all the Rules of Chriſtian Charity, 
and highly criminal in GOD Account, and 
would be ſo reckoned in any Caſe on the o- 
ther Side. I have ſhewn all the Steps I took, 
and am willing the World ſhould judge of 
them. 

He ſays again of this Zealot, That till He 
has ripened his Deſgn, he may profeſs great 
Heſpect and Efteem, and no Manner f In- 
rention to do him Harm. What was my De- 
fn Why, according to Mr. Browne, it was 
to get him ejected. This is falſe. I can ſay 
it in Truth, that till he diſcovered himſelf, 
{in tac Manner I did not expect) it was fo 
my Aim, Study and Endeavour to defend my 
ſcif againſt the ¶Aalecuntent Party, as at the 
lame Time to preſerve him for my Aſſiſtaut; 
and that too, in the free Enjoyment of his 
Judgment as to the Point of ſubſcribmg. Was 
this an undermining of his Intereſt? Was a 
conſtant uniform Profeſſion of ReſpeX and 
doing nothing contrary to that Profeſſion, an 
undermining it > Had I any Intention to do 
lim Harm, when it was my Care to preſerve 
him? No, the Harm was done by himſeiſ, 
and he undermined his own Intereſt, and caſt 
21/elf out of the Affections of my People 
a; once, by ſiding with thoſe, who were an- 
dermming me; and by holding Opinions, 
which would by no Means take with an ho- 
neſt People, that I thank Go» were foun 
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to have too much Senſe not to diſcern the 
Conſequences of them. 

It is farther faid of this Zealot, That when 
be has arifnily wrought up the People to bis 
Purpoſe he may get m (his Brother] ejec?- 
ed at once. Every one underſtands this of 
Mr. Nad, and it has by the adverſe Party 
been every where cry'd out upon as an 
ien Injtance of Perſecution. I have g 
ven an Account of all the Steps I took in 
this Buſineſs, and from thence the Reader 
may judge of my Art in working up the Pec- 
pie ro my Purpoſe. I left every one to his 
own Inclination and Judgment. This Matter 
was firſt moved by the Gentlemen them- 
telves, tho when they had declared their own 
Senſe, I hcartily concurred with them. If 
theic be arifa! Methods, I deſire to be g 
in them, for I am ſure they are honeſt, Be 
hides he was not cjected at once, but with 
mere Formality than, he knows a Friend of 
his was, ſome Time before. He had a fair 
Hearing before the principal Members of th- 
Church, ſcvcral of whom are Men of Ec 
cation. Judgment and Eſtates, as well as eſta- 
hliſhed Characters. Nor was I fatisfied with 
this, without knowing the Senſe of the hole 
Church. The Chatge of Perſecution I ſhall 
refer to the lait Obzetion. Therefore 

Io go on, This Zealot may get his Bre. 
ther cjefted, and after all wipe his own Mou: h, 
and throw all the Blame on the People. In 
tte Account above given, I have all along 

ſhewn, 
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ſewn, that what I did was with Advice of 
the People; and I declared the fame ſome- 
times in Converſation : but with no Deſign 


of caſting an Odium upon them, only in Or- 


roſition to the Charge of Domination and 
{piritual Tyranny, which has been frequently 
laid againſt me, and Mr. Browne has ſuffi- 
cicntly inſinuated up anddown in his Pamph- 
jet. Did I ever , that in parting with Mr. 
Read, they had my Judgment and Conſent ? 
Or did I throw his Ejection upon them as 
Matter of Blame? No, we were of one Mend 
in this Affair. If there be any Blame, we are 
Sharers in it, tho we ſee no Cauſe of 
Blame, and are fully ſatisſied in what we have 
donc. If Mr. Browne, after his ſcamdalous Re- 
preſentation of Mr. Read's Diſini ſſion, thought 
by this Suggeſtion of n layimg all the Blame 
on the People, to beget thereby a Digit in 
them againſt me, I am perſuaded they know 
me better than to be- caught with this Bair, 
and that no one is like to fuffer by it, ei- 
cept the Author of this vile Attempt. 

To make an End of this infamous Paſſage 
in his Letter. In order to ſet this forth as 
2 fmfhed Piece of Iniquity, he would have 
it paſs upon the World, That I laid I know 
not what Snares for @ Brother, and practiſed 
Hypocriſy, Injuſtice, Knavery { ſome of the 
worlt Sins) under a- Covert of Zeal for the 
Faith, thinking that my Orthodoxy will atone 
far theſp OY and cover 4 — 

4 4 A 
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tant in Religion, as not to know that | 
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of fuck St. Does he in his Conſcience be 
heve that 1 did all theſe i// Things ma 
the Impulſe of an imaginary Zeal for Gov * 
{ as he ſpeaks in his Poſtſcript) If he does, O 
where is the Practice of that Charity, which 
he recommends, and is ſo ſtrongly demand<< 
from others! Does he think me ſo igno- 


muſt Freue lawfaily ? That whatever my 
Zeal for Go be 7 muſt not do Evil IU 
Gord may come of it? And that godly Zea! 
can never conſiſt with a Train of delibera 
aunattd, = and wilful Vt Uany ( as 
mult be in this Caic) much leſs atone for 
them? But a good Man, lays he, may do ſoit 
ll T hings m an Hdour of Temptation; vid. P.5. 
And what was my Temptation? Why up 
on breaking with Mr. Feat 1 ſhould { 
it was given out) loſc Ha. Church, and 
| knew I ſhould make my ſelf many Ene- 
mies, and draw upon me a MHorid of Cenlurc, 
expoſe my ſelt to a i of Trouble, and in Caſc 
I thould be deſtitute of an Alban, I either 
knew not the Perion, that would ſuit the Peo- 
ple and me in our Circumſtances, or thi: 
there was any Likclyhood of obtaining him. 
If my own Eaſe, Reputation ot Intere// 
would have ſwayed me, I ſhould not at th. 
Time have broke with Mr. Read. But J 
cannot tuthciently acknowledge the Goodne!s 
of Gov, who in an our of Temptation was 
pleaſed w pteſerve me from the Power of :t, 
and cnabled me by his Grace to truſt in b 
ang 
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and prefer the Peace of my Conſcience in a 
faithful diſcharge of Duty, to all other Re- 
gards whatſocycr. | 

come now to the laſt Thing I take to be 
of any Moment, and this is the Clamour, that 
has been made of Mr. Reads Diſmiſſion, as 
an egregious Inſtance of Perſecution. But 
whoever ſhall duly conſider this Fact in its 
Cauſes, can never in Reaſon or Fuſtice fix 
ſuch an odious Brand upon it. Should our 
People be told, that after they had choſen 
a Perſon, whether Paſtor or Aſiſtant, they 
muſt not diſmiſs cither of them for the Sake 
of his Opmions, (though on the matu- 
rcit Conſideration they ſhould find them 
no Way conſiſtent with the Peace and Edi- 
fication of the Church) or if they did, they 
would incur the Guilt of the hemous Sm of 
Perſecution: I am perſuaded they would ac- 
count it a Banter on their Underſtanding, and 
(as a Proof how much they were convinced 
by it) would be ready to return the Compli- 
ment, as is done in Holland, wih a Staff 
and Pair of Shoes. The Generality, I hope, 
Jo ſee too far into the Conſequences of ſuch a 
Foſtt ion, and have too great a Senſe of the 
Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made them 
jree, to be impoſed upon or deluded by fo 
grols and ridiculous an Abſurdity. What 
ſome may Zalz to ſerve 2 particular Deſign up- 
on others zn their own Favour, I ſhall not 
ay, but no Diſſenters, that act upon Prote- 
+ ant Prmciples, will ever practiſe it in their 
3 Fan 
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ewe Cale. And to conclude, I fee no Re: 
fon for this Complaint of Perſecution, 23 
long as Mr. ron, pena we but has 
free Liberty to exerciſe his Miniſtry, amon: 


any ſuch as do like and approve of him. 

But ſome have ſaid, J not have 
turned bim off [© haſtily, but taken Time r. 
convmee him of bis Miftake, and called 
others to affif me. They that make this Ob. 
jection, I am periuaded do not fully under. 
aud, —_ conſider, the Circumſtances of 
the Caſe. Had he been in a private Capac:- 
fy, and the only Perſon I had Concern with, 
it would have given ſome Colour to this Ob- 
jection. But it being at a Time when there 
was 2 Confederacy and Cabals actually formea 
againſt me, it mult greatly altet the Caſe : But 
he had Time, ard ſufficient Time given him ; 
and I offered to confer with him, bur he did 
not come: And had I called in others, it is not 
to be iuppoſed he would have left them whoily 
ro xy CEorre, but would have inſiſted upon 

aving ſuch preſent, as I knew were then in 
Difference with us, and whom it is likely he 
cot ſulted in all his Mcatures. This, and tic 
Carcumitances we were then in, would in ai! 
Probability have creaſed the Flame, and 
creared new ones. It muſt neceſſarily have 
{pan out a great deal of Time, and the Cor: 
dition of the Church was ſuch, as called toi 
the ſpeedirff Remedy poſſible. Therefore I hav: 
no Reflections that trouble me on this Head 
nor I thank Gap on any other) becauſc 
know 
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know 1 did as much as in Prudence I could, | 
and the Caſe it felf would admit. | 

Thus I have gone into this Affair, as far as 

m ing with Mr. Read, having given a 

faithful Narrative of Facts, in the Order | 
they occurred, and anſwered the flanderous 1 
Reports, and moſt material Objections I have 
met with. - Inall which, Gop knows, I have 
ited in his Fear, to whom I am accountable. 
As to what paſſed between Mr. Read and me 
alone, He is my Witneſs, I have not wronged 
him in any Thing, but have kept back a great 
deal of the Converſation between us, by 
which I could enſtame the Account: And as 
to all other Matters of Fact relating to him, I 
think I am able to ſapport them with invinci- 
ble Evidence: So that I may be bold to ſay, 
and I fay it once for all, that if any Thing 
ſhall be offered to invalidate what I have here 
pabliſhed, it muſt be only in Shew, by making 
nete Complaints, and vamping up freſh Sfo- 
geg, foreign to the Point in Hand (as I have 
heard of one, which if evet they produce, I 
am capable of anſwering, not to their Advan- 
tage) or elſe if it be inconſſſtent with, or con- 
7rary to this Account, it will be downright 
Falſbood, or mere Colluſiom and Artifece. 

I now leave it to every Man of Senſe and 
Equity, tojudge between Mr. Browne and me, 
whether I have deſerved the wretched Charac- 
fer he has given of me? And whether he hath 
uſed the proper Means to be we!! and truly in- 
lormed, (having never ſpoke, or wrote to me 

one 
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— abour this whole Matter) Or has 
treated me, a5 onc Man ſhould do — 
a Miniſter his clder Brother? 

cannot but complain of it as a great Hard 
ſhip, to be cenſured and cxpoſed, not only in 
private Converſation, but from the Puipit, 
and now in Print, without having any of my 
Brethren, that have thus exciainied againſt m 
fo much as once to come and deſite an amicable 
Confercnce with me, to know what I or my 
People had to {ay in our Defence. Did tbeſc 
Brethren make my Cate their own, I am furc 
they wouid think as I do, and the Time may 
come, when they may remembei the Aﬀeic- 
tion of Joſeph, and the Anguiſb of his Soul. 
How ſtrongly might I here cxpoſtulare wit! 
them, and even upbraid them! But I leave i: 
to Cod and their own Conſciences, to plead 
my Cauſe with them. 

But before I dilſmiſs this Affair, I muſt 
knowledge there is one Paſlage in Mr. 
Browne's Poſtſcript, that has ſurpriſed mc 3s 
much as any Thing. This is, that as he hath 
thought me very culpable, ſo others my old and 
trae Friends, have been of the ſame Opinion 
And could the good Advice of ſuch = cor 
refted my Conduct, I had never heard fro, 
him; nor be believes any other, in this war. 
If he had done me Juffice, he ſhould hare 
given me a Hint by which I might know 
who theſe Friends are, whether Laymen ©: 
Anaſiers, and what was the Advice the 
gave; that I and the World might judge orf 
and 
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and then I ſhould have known what Reply to 
make. This is fo dark an Apology, that till 
ke acquaints me of the Perſons a and what they 
aid, | muſt tell him; it is under a ſhew of 
faxing ſomething, in reality to ſay nothing at 
all. 1 hope he docs not mean Mr. Haułins 
and his Party, if he does, it is all Jeſft. Be 
this as it will, I fay, that ſince Mr. Reads 
Diſmiſſſon, I know of none, that cver came 
to advite me in my Conduct, till Mr. Browne's 
Letter was publiſhed. And as to this, I have 
acycr been backward to receive Light from 
fir and prudent Perſons; yet aircr all, I am 
not abſolutely to reſwn my fudgment io any 
Man, but follow the DiQtates of my own 
Conſcience. As to the Reaſons of my preſent 
Conduct, | have given them in my Int roduc- 
tron to this Account. 

Whether what I have faid about this Con- 
cern of Mr. Read, ſhall be judged ſatisfactory, 
:ad ſufficient to remove the Prepoſſeſſrons 
and Prejudices of forac People, I know not; 
but whatever ſhall be the Cenſures I may yet 
lall under, I hope I ſhall continue peaceably 
and paticntly to commit my Cauſe to him that 
Judgeth righteouſly. 


SECTION 
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SECTION V. 


Contamng an Account of what paj/c:; 
by velitiin to the Reverend Ms. 
Evans ani bis People. 


Aue ſaid fo much of this Af: 
relating to Mr. Read, 1 ſhall 20 
on to the Concluſion of it. Ne 
ſoonet was he diſcharged from u- 
than he was invited to \\; 
cas Pulpit, and propoſed for his A... Stan: 
i hall make no Deſcants on this particular 
Manzgement, only hope I may without Or 
fence, acknowledge my Obligations to tho!: 
to whom they are due, for inſiſting firſt upor 
an Inquiry into the Reaſons of his Diſn an 
trom us, as what they thought a Piece of qu. 
nice oi g to our Church, and neceſſary in or- 
cer to ditett their own Choice. My Sicknc: 
kingred this, tilt my Return trom the Countte 
to Loxpox, when Mr. Evans attended n 
wut tome of his People deputed from tic 


Church, and deſited an Anſwer ro the follow 
ing acitior . 


, #7 beth, er We. Read be entive!; aiſin. icd 
10985 . farther E984 "TEMENTS TO dr. Rey. 
noids's C HET EE a7 ; 
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falſe Doctrine or Itregularity of Life charged 


por him? 


Theſe occaſioned the following Letter to 
the Reverend Mr. Evans. | 


Noremb. 17, 1720. 

Reverend SIR, 
I lnce you gave your ſelf the Trouble of 
| calling at my Houſe, with fone 
Gentlemen of your Congregation, in the 
„Name of the Reft, I have communicated 
the Queſtions you then propoſed, to the 
Gentlemen Managers, and other principal 
© Membersof our Church: And it has been 


unanimouſly agreed to return the following 


« Anſwer. 3 


To the Fmsr, Whether Mr. Read be in- 
© tirely diſmiſſed from any farther Engage- 
ments fo Mr. Reynoidss Congregation ? 
ic is intirely diſmiſſed. 
To the Secoxn, Whether if diſmiſſed, 
it is for any falſe Doctrine, or Irregulatity 
of Life charged upon him? 


Io the later Branch of this Queſtion 
* we frf Anſwer: Tax his Diſmiſſion was 
tor no Irregularity of Lite charged upon him. 
Vet we take this Occaſion to expreſs our 
© Grief at the wnfair Repreſentations and 
falſe Accounts, that have been given of 

K 2 n 
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Things in relation to our parting wit! 


*< 


<c 


cc 


him. 

Ao the ether Branch we Anſwet: Thi 
the true and only Ground upon which dur 
Church parted with Mr. Read, was his dil 
agreeing, to the following Queſtions, which 
the Corcumſiances of our Caſe made nc 
ſary to be put to him. 


« Whether a Perſon that pays religivi: 


Worſhip to Cunisr, Gat at the [ame Tim 2 
diſouons him 10 be truly and properly C 


* (that is, ia the ſtricteſt and ſtrongeſt . ot 


the Word) be chargeable wi th do WnTiIC 
Idolatry ? And, 

=. — ſuch a One has forfeited /:: 
Claim to Chriſt:an Commanion ? 

For our own Parts, we cannot, but with 
all the Reformed hitherto, and as we think 
agrecably to the Scriptures, declare ou! 
ſelves to be in the Affrmative of thei: 
Queſtions; but Mr. Read, though he had 
about a Fortnight's Time to conſider and 


* conſult his Friends upon them, yet when 


the tame were put to him, he did upon 
feir Hearme, before a conſiderable Nun 
ber of the principal Alembers of tt 
Church, declate in expreſs Terms, Thac 
could net be with us 17 the A ffirmative; that 
is, he could not affirm that a Man u 
worſhips Chriſt, although at che ſame Tia 
he diſowns him to be truly and proper 
Gop lin the ſtricteſt 2nd ſtrongeſt Senſe 5: 
the Word,) is an Javiaier: Nor could 


. * 8 
ec * 
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* affirm, that ſuch a One ought to be debarred 


Chriſtian Communion on that Account. 


Whether he or we be in the right, or 


which of us be in an Error, we leave to o- 
thers to make their own Judgment. 
< Mr. Read differing from us in theſe 


Points, which we apprehend do greatly af. 


tet the Doctrine, Worſhip, and Diſcipline 
of our own, and all the reformed Churches, 
we cannot ſee how he and Mr Reynolds 
could diſcharge the Office of the Miniſtry 
with that Unan:mity and mutual Aſſiſtance, 
25 was zeceſ/ary to our common Peace and 
Elification, cipecially conſidering the di- 
turbed and unſcttled Circumſtances we 


* were then in. Wherefore without any pre- 


ious going about to procure Votes (as hath 


been given out) it was declared: Firſt, by 
a confiderable Number of the principal 


Members of the Congregation, and after- 


' terwards at 4 general Meeting, (except fue 


or ix who diflented) that it was their Opi- 
nion Mr. Reynolds ſhould part with Mr. 
Read, and be deſired to do it as ſpeedily, 


* and in as friendly a Manner as could be; 


which was accordingly done. 

© Thus, Sir, you have a true Account of the 
Grounds and Reaſons of our parting with 
Mr, Read. I give it you as not knowing 
now far you and your People may need to 


dc informed; and am deſired to do it, not 


only in my own, bur likewiſe in the Name 


ot the Gentlemen, that manage the Affairs 


4 of 
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< of the Congregation, and of others wi; 
them, hoſe Ieſtimony, with reſpect to ti 
* torcgoing Mattcrs of Fact. we hope will be 
* fſufficient. 

I have no more, than to aſſure you ic: 
« my ic't, that my parting with Mr. Read 
«* was not from any perſonal Pigue. And 
any one may cahiy judge, that the Incon 
« vpcnicncics, Cares, and Cen ſures from for, 
though undetcrved, that were likely to 100 
* low hcrcapon, could by no Means make 
* the Matter of my Choice, I had a grctt 
« dcalof Comfort in him as a Collegue, tor 
* 2 conhdcrable Number of Years, and 
* ſhovid have been glad to have had it con 
* nounced, Nothing but the Conſtraints of my 
Mind and Conſcicnce, could oblige me © 
* do whit 1 have done; and herein 1 hes. 
only acted according to the Liberty unirer- 
* fally allowed.. And if rhe Account ho 
« given, or any Thing elſe from me, has ©: 
=> (hall, in any Reſpect, prove to his Dilc4- 
vantage, it is purely accidental on my Part. 
* The Cauic muſt be imputed to himſelf: 
* on'y wiſh he may aher his Mind, when 
* would be a grcat Satisfaction, not to ne 
* only, bat ro many others, both of 
«* Fricnds and Brethren. I ſhould never ture 
« troublcd, you with this Account, had 1 
thought that your own, and your Pcop'- 
« Dejies, had laid me under an Obligat 
to it. I conclude with my hearty Prayc::+, 
that the Truth of the Goſpel may continu: 


1 
(t ” | 
-% * 
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„ with you, and the Fruits of it abound 
more and more, being to you and your 
cc People 2 ſincere Well wiſher; and, 
Zour, and their, 
very reſpectful, 
and humble Seruant, 
Tuo. RerxorLDs. 


Since this Letter it has been reported, that 
had acquitted Mr. Read of the Charge of 
Error, as well as Irregularity of Life, and to 
confirm it the more, it has been ſaid with 
gtcat Aflurance, that it was to be ſeen under 
my own Hand. How far I Have given 
Ground for chis Story by the forcgping Letter, 
leave any to judge. Beſides this, I fincerely 
nov of nothing I ever wrote, that could give 
the leaft Occaſion to ir. If they can produce 
any Thing, I much defire to fee it, and pto- 
mic them 1 will not deny my Hand. The 
End of publiſhing ſuch a Story as this, was no 
ioubr to perſuade People, that the Concern I 
nad in diſmiſſing Mr. Read, not being on 
Account of Irregularity of Life, nor of falſe 
Doctrine, it muſt be from nothing but Gredge 
ind Sprite, which muſt render me exceeding 
odious to all that believe ir. But there 
being no Truth in it, what muſt I think of 
hole Perſons, that have gone about decei- 
g honeſt People, by ſuch contrived Fal- 
s. Indeed 1 have all along declared, that 
was not diſmiſſed for Arianiſin; but will 
be fo abſtrd as to infer from hence, that 
therc- 
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therefore it was not for Error? Certainly there 
arc Errors, and thoſe very dangerous ones too, 
tho” they may not be the pecu/zar and diſtinguiſh. 
ig Teuets of Artus. 

lhe 2 29, 1720. I had a nameleſs Pa 
per put into my Hand, by one of my People. 
which he told me was written by Mr. Rea-/, 
and I had heard it was in Antwer to my Let. 
ter above, and was handed about among \'r. 
Evens's People: Upon which I ſent the fol. 
lowing Lettet ro Mr. Fans. 


Rood- Lane, Dec. 1, 1720 
Reverend Sin, 
Have a Paper put into my Hand, which 
I am informcd is an Anſwer given by M. 
« Read, to the Lettet I lately ſent you in my 
* own and Pcoples Name. There is men 
tion in it of ſome Fas, that cannot bc 
allowed by mc and my Pcoplc, and ſuch 28 
the Jreſs of the Anſwer lies upon. Bu. 
that I may be truly informed, I-fend this, i» 
« pray you will plcaſe to favour me with an 
« enibentick Copy, that I may peruſe it, and 
* have the Opportunity, if need be, 10 
rectify Miſtakes, and give an Anſwer. This 
I do not with deſign to interrupt your Fro. 
* cecdings, but to do Juſtice to you and you! 
People, as well as my own, and to prevent 
the Inconvenicnces, that for want of this 
* may follow. I am, Sin, 
Towr dery reſpetiĩ ſul Brother, and Servant, 
Ino. RErNoLDs. 


This 
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This Letter I ſent by my Clarks Son, who 
had from Mr. Evens himſelf this Anſwer, 
That he was not then very well, but would 
« ſend me a Copy the next Day. However 
I did not receive one till above a Fortnight 
after. And tho his Diſorder had diſabled 
him from Writing - himſelf, he might have 
cone me this Favour, as much to my Satiſ- 
faction, by the Hand of another. This Co- 
py was attended with the following Letter 
from himſelf. . * 


Reverend S1 n, | : 
„Have ſent you an intire Copy of that 
Paper of Mr. Read, which I ſuppoſe 
« you mean, tranſcribed from his own. You 
may think it long cer I ſcnd it, but you 
© have heard of the Diſorder which has late- 
iy attended me. I have not wrote fix 
Lines together upon any Occaſion finee I 
* received your Letter till this which 1 ſeud 
to you. 

* But I muſt be fo juſt to you and Mr. 
Head as to tell you, that it was not in- 
«* tended as his Anſwer (as you expreſs it) 
© 20 your Letter, but only as an Anſwer to 
a particular Queſtion I pur to him upon Oc- 
* calion of your Letter, viz. Whether he 
* had particularly aſſerted the Negative of 
your Queſtions, which I had heard he had 
not done, but which I thought you to inti- 
mate, tho you do not directiy affirm it. I 

| L « ſuppolc, 
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* ſuppoſe, if your Queltions had been expre!. 
* fed without Hoſe Phraſes which he though: 
not ſo caſily intelligible, yet he would hare 
« been ſhy of poſitively declacing all those 
« miſtaken Men, who worſhip Chrift, tho 
* they believe him not in every Reſpect c- 

« qual to che Father, to be guilty of down. 

« right Idolarry ; and eſpecially of ſubmitting 
to fuch a Declaration concernin og — 
« ple as a Teſt of his Miniſtry. 


Reverend Sir, 


Pre ſcot · Street. 9 hey 
nn mann Tour affecrionate Brother 


and Servant. 


JohN Eyans. 


P. S. I have ſent you herewith a Lift /- 
balf « Tear to come of our uſual Courſes 75 
| Fafts and Preparations. I would be glad is 
know before Lords Day ſevenmight, e. 
ther you and Mr. Robinſon deen a Cin. 
timuance of them, that I may be able e 
give Notice. My Reaſon is, becauſe I . 
derſtand neither Mr. Robinſon nor you 
gave Notice of our laſt Preparation, tis 
it was included in the laſt Lift, and I: 
eblrges to mate Proviſion u ſelf for it. 


«Ar 
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Copy of Mr. Rx AD Paper. 
Queſtions ſcat to me by Mr. Rey. 
« polds in Writing greatly differ from 
* | thoſe he was pleaſed to propoſe to me in 

a private Converſation with him, to be 
85 „ by me. 

« After I had received them as they now 
* {tand in Writing, I ſet my ſelf ſcrioufly to 
© enquire into the Meaning of them, in Or- 
der to my giving Mr. Reynolds an Anſwer; 
os * but afrer all my Thoughts, not being able 

to underſtand them, and receiving no Satiſ- 

« wi either from Mr. Reyn9/ds or the 
- * Gentlemen in the Conference, the only 

Conference J had with them; when urged 
« 2g give an Anſwer, I ſaid, eon not an- 
ſwer in the Affirmative. 


10 


Mr. Reynolds had been pleaſed to de- | 
” cue, ark he held the Aftirmarivg, Not 


* nndeeffanding the Queſtions, I could not 
* anſwer in the Affirmative; if I had, 1 
© muſt have affirmed, I knew not what, con- 
* cerning I knew not whom; which I then 
thought, and till think, a Compliance too 
mean, whatever Advantage to me might 
have followe d upon ir. 

* Every reatonable Perſon will grant, that 
© whenever a Queſtion is propoſed, it ſhould 
aun ve underſtood before an Anſwer be 

L 2 given 
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gien to it: If a Queſtion happen to be ex: 
« preſt ſo as not to de underſtood by 93; 

«< from whom an Anſwer is expected, n 

« declining to give an Anſwer may hexe 

us Inconvenicnces, but no Fault artcnd. 


* ing it 


The above Letter, with this Copy of Mr. 
Read's Paper, was brought me Saturday af 
ternoon, when buſy in my Preparations for 
the Morrow. I had learned he was out tha 
Week, which made me think he might hate 
favoured me with an Anſwer ſooner. His 
ſending it at ſuch a Time, when I could n 
well have an Opportunity to return an Ar 
wer that Evening, made me for ſome Rex 
ſons conjecture, that ſomething was next Dey 
to be done in his Church; nor was I wrong 
in my Oueſſes. Wherefore J fent him the 
following Letter, which was delivered to him 
before rhe Church Meeting, of which he had 
given Notice from the Pulpit. He read. 
my Servant informed me, a few Lines at 
Borrom of my Letter, then put it in his 
Pocket, ſaying, he was ill, but if it needed 
an Anfwer he would ſend one. | 


470 
My Anſwer to Mr. Evans: Lerter. 

e Dec. 18, 1720. 
- Ren, 


Am glad you are mecevencd from your 
late Diſorder, may it be a Ground of 

many Thankſgivings ro Gop. This comes 
„with my Thanks for the Copy you at laſt 
ſent me of Mr. Read's Paper Weender 
Afternoon, but I am ſorry to find ſeveral 
« Facts mentioned or implied in it, which 
we are bound to diſclaim; and that the 
© whole Repreſentation is fo unfair and inju- 
« rions, that in neceſſary Sclf-defcnce, we muſt 
deſire and inſiſt upon it, yon will read this 
« my Letter to your People, and let them 
know we cannot allow that Paper to be 
* juſt. 

* What you offer in his Favour, upon 
* ſome Phraſes in the Queſtions, which he 
* thought not fo eafely intelligible, might have 
had ſome Force, if upon his Deſire I had 
not explained my ſelf; but there was not 
tnc {aft Intimation of their Obſcurity du- 
ring the whole Time they were under his 
* Conſideration. : 

* I ſee no _— he ſhould be by 
of declaring thoſe guilty of 1dolatry, who 
* worſhip Chriſt, tho they deny him to be 
** 77uly and properly Gon, (fo I expreſſed it 
m the Queſtion ) or deny him to be c-. 
© 942, and in all efential Reſpet?s the fame 


« in 
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a able Boine Nome with the Buker, which 


* &s what I mean bythe firifieff and fir; 
* off Senſe of the Word Gon. I belle: 
chere arc few Inftances of Proteſtants +11! 
* of late Ycars, that have refuſgd to declarc 
« this of Arians, Jociniams, ot any ocher, 
that have denicd Chrift's Gopneanr , bur 
ca the coatrary, have upon this Accoum 
« renounced Communion with them, ab 
* the Clam to which, you arc plcaſed to 


I rhink People have a Right to deſite 
in a czvil er, the Declaration of their 
* Miniiters concerning Matters of Moment. 
*The calling this à Trsr of tbeir Mimi/try 
* 5 to put a Term grown odious upon tber, 
<< which in my Opinion is the molt reaſon: 
Le Demand in the Worid : And if one, that 
ſtands only in Relation of an Afiſor;, 
all refaſe to comply, and the People fo 
* ſeeing the Conſequences of it, ſhall ad vie 
* and dcluc a friendly Parting, I know 
not what ſhould forbid it, or why ſuc!: 2 
- * Paſtor and People ſhould be loaded wii! 
© Reproach and Calumny- only for cnd-: 
* vouring to preſerve their. own Peace and 
Confort, whilt they pretend not to hinder 
others that like him, from enjoy ing his I. 
D | 


Tour affeTronate Brother and Servant, 
Tuo. RErxoirs 


P. 5. 


od. k , 
# i 
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p. S. The Information of my not giving No- 


Months Preparation was wr 
7 Tl ra fo Ar. Rovinion when, «7 fo 


Accordingly the kütt I had 
with Mr. Robinſon,” I i to him rhe 
Poſtſcript of | Founss Letter, and in Re- 
tun to his 5 Whether we defined a 
Funtinnance of our C quanterly j Fate and 
monthly! Preparations; we * theſe few 
tines, Sp As, os 


2 S, 


Our late Proceedings make it neceſſi 

* ty, that we confider farther about 
** joining in dor preparatory Exerciſes as u- 
ſual. We judge it proper therefore to al- 
ter our Method at this Time, and ſhall 
© excuſe you from giving your Aſſiſtance on 
* /Tiday next. We are 


Tour faithful Bretbren 
— LIES and Servants, 
B. Rormsox. 


Tao. RErxorbs. 


vir. Evans hereupon, without giving us 
a previous Notice of his Intentions, went 
2nd joined with others. | 
And 


(86) 
And now to make good the Complaints 


 fenthimof Mr. Reads Paper, as containing an 
unjuſt Repreicntation of the Matter betw cen 
him and me, I ſhall mention ſome Things 
that are falic in Fact. 

Many would imagine that in private Con- 
yerſation I had propoſed to him ſome uc 
ffroms in an agreed Form of Words, and atic:- 
wards tent him others greatly differing from 
them. If his Deſign was to intimate this, it 
i; falſcin Fact. We talked of ſeveral Things, 
which would not be for his Advantage, ſhould 
I be forced to give an Account of them. 
What we diſcourſed of in relation to NI. 
Hazkmss Letters, did reſt upon thoſe two 
Points I ſent him by way of Queſtion. And 
there is no conſidering Man, but will be inciin- 
cd to believe, that if we differed in any Thing 
about the Anſwer I gave to Mr. Hawks; 
firſt Letter, it was concerning theſe Points. 
folemanly aftirm, that when I asked him, what 
he thought of them that worſhip Chriſt, h 
they deny him to be Gop, whether they were 
guilty of /delatry ? He gave me, after I urged 
him to know his particular Sentiment, this odd 
Autwer, That be did not think it the Idolair: 
chat was charged in Scripture on the Heat hes. 
This was ſhifting the Queſtion, mine being, 
whether it was in general chargeable with 4. 
latry * And whea I asked him his Opinion, 
concerning the Right which ſuch have to Chri- 
ſtim Communion He ſaid, he had not 
thought fo much of that Marter, and 4 : 

* 


Z 
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would require Time to determine it. Upon 
that I defired him to think of what we had 
thus diſcourſed upon, and appointed a Day 
for another Conference; but he never came. 
Again, upon theſe Expreſſions, © not being 
able to underſtand, and receiving no Satisfac- 
tion either from Mr. Reynolds or the Gen- 
ticmen ] any Body will think that he applied 
to us to explain the Meaning of the Que- 
ſtions. Bur all the Gentlemen, as well as my 
ſelf, know he did not. He had thoſe Que- 
ſtions by him in Writing a Fortnigbt, and 
had Time and Opportunity ſufficient to know 
my Meaning, either by Letter or Word of 
Mouth, but he never pretended to. me, or 
the Gentlemen, that he did not underſtand 
them. This is an Excuſe contrived on pur- 
poſe to give a Colour to his Cauſe among 
his Friends; but inſtead of mending the Mat- 
ter, in Reality it makes it a great deal worſe. 
Ivo Perſons, his very particular Friends, came 
to me after his Diſmiſſion, and in a long Con- 
ference they had with me, when ill in Bed, 
(of which I ſhall ſay no more at preſent than 
what relates to this Fact) one of them de- 
ſired to know, if he did not ask me, what 
meant by the Term Gop? what by the 
ſericteſt and ſtrongeſt Senſe ? what by religious 


r / . WW WW v _—_— 


i was ſurprized, and peremptorily anſwered 
them, No, he put no ſuch Queſtions to me 
For my own Part, I had no other Thought, 

M than 


{/or ſnip ? and what by Idalatry? At which 


5 
2 

| 
1 
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than that he underſtood the Queſtions, nor | 
bclicve had rhe Gentlemen, for there Wes 
not the eat Diſcovery made by him to the 
contrary, If he ſays otherwiſe, I pray he will 
picaiero let us know the Anſwers, which I or 
any of the Gentlemen gave to his Quc riec, 


which were not to his Satisfation ; for I bez: 
he has taken Nlinutes of Mancrs, as Well 2s 
＋ to the laſt Clauſe of this Paper, I do 
not fee how he can poſſibly clear himſelf of 
Fault, ſeeing he ran himſelf and others into 
grcat Inconveniences, diſturbed the Peace ct 
the Congregation, and gave Occaſion of Scan- 
dal npon fo frivolous a Pretence, as that of nt 
2 rftand:rg the Queſtions; of which, if lc 
had given me the Teaſt Hint, I ſhould have 
readily cxpiained my Mind to him. 

And that he may have mo Plea of this d- 
ture for the future, I ſhall now ſay fomethio? 
ro the Quicltions themſelves. I am ſatisſicd 
Nr. Read cond not be ignorant of my Senſe in 
Relation to the GooHEapD of Chriſt, as I :m 
able ro convince him from the Converſation 
I tad with him a little before his Ordination, 
in which he deſired me to bear a Part. But if 
he or any elſe do land in need of farther n 
formation, I ſhall now explain, what I take to 
be the only Thing in the Queſtions they can 

cad to charge with Os8ſcurity, and this is 
what I mean by the ffric7eft and ſtronveſt Senſe 

of rhe Word Gon. 
In 


, 
, 
5 
; 
. 
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In general, by the ſfrongeſt Senſe, I mean 
the mat cmphatical Senſe; in ſhort, I take 
thefe Words, /trifeft, ſtronge/?, bigbeſt, moſt 

emphatical, in this Caſe to be ns 
ery 

But to explain my ſelf a little more 
cularly, I ſay, that when I affirm, that ſeſus 
Chriſt, the ſecond Perſon in the ever blcficd 
Trinity, isGop in the fricteſt and ſtrongeſt 
S-3/e, I mean that he is God by Nature, and 
the ſame in Nature or Eſſence with the Father. 
do that whateyer may be conccived or affirmed 
oe Nature of the moſt High God, the ſame 
max, and ought to be affirmed of Chriſt's Di. 

«ime Nature. This I am inclined to think every 
unt tejudiced Perſon, that is not given to Cavil, 
will readily conceive to be my Meaning, by 
thoſe Words, im the ſtrifte/t and ſtrongeſt 
de -u{e, and that I could have no other, I 
lengthened the Qacſtion, by adding the ſame 
on purpoſe to guard againſt thoſe, that deny 
Chꝛriſt to be Gon, in the Senſe I have explain- 
cd, as the Socmians, Arians, and ſome others 
40. I ſhall conclude what I have to fay on 
this EIcad, after I have informed my Reader, 
o Keaton which Mr. Read has given out, 
way ue could not affirm with me, that Chriit 
is cculy Gop in the ſiricteſt and ſtrongeſt Senſe, 
aich the late Reverend and Learned Mr. 
Lorrimer, ſometime before his Death, left 
aten with his own Hand at my Houſc. 


M 2 « Mr. 
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© Mr. Read told me, that the Reaſon why 
* he was not free to own Chriſt the Son of 
« God, to be 2 Gop, in the higheſt and 
« ffronge?? Senic of the Word Gop, was, be. 
«* cagſc the whole Trinity is only Gop, in th: 
* higheſt and ſtrongeſt denſe. To which I 2. 
« {wered, that I would adviſe him not to 
< ſtand to that Reaſon, for it is cantragg 
* ons Nonſenſe. For ſo the Father (nor in- 
« deed any of the Perſons) could not be Gen 
in the highct and ſtrongeſt Senſe, becanſc 
= the Father is not, cannot be the u a 
« Tremty. The Father is not, cannot be 
* Gop Ferber, Son, and Spirit. He ſaid be 
did not give that Reaſon to the Churcc i; 
* ir is certain, he has given that Reon 
* abroad, and he gave it to me; and edv. 
© fed him nor to adhere to it, for it is 01 


* defonfible. 


To this part of the Account, I think i: ge 
cellary to add, that though I mfifted in 
Leiter to Mr. Evens, page 85. that it ſhou!3 
be read to his Church, having heard that . 
"Reads Paper, of which I had complait d, 
Had been read to them; yet I was informed. 
that when this my Deſire was notified at 0: 
their Mecrings, a Vote was paſſed againſt cac 
ing the fame, or any other Paper of mine 
this I thought hard. However, before 
publiſhing of this, I ſent a Letter to my Re 
rend Brother, with a Requeſt he would . Mc 

f nay, 


( 93 ) 


know, whether I was right in this Account; 
or if not, how it was? He ſcat me a civil An- 
v er the fame Day. I wiſh Mr. Browne? would 
take Example from it. I ſnall recite fo much 
of it, as affects the preicnt Calc. 


deſired the Congregation to mect on 
Hur ſday 22, [Dec. 1720.] in order to 
« chuſe an Af/ftant. At that Mecting, I 
told them, they had heard your frft Letter 
* and a Paper of Mr. Reads, read to them 
formerly; but that I had received another 
Letter from you the laſt Lord's Day, which 
* I had not Time to peruſe before I met them 
laſt, but had done ir ſince, and would now 
© communicate to them; and the rather, be- 
caule you inſiſted in it, that it ſhould be 


read to them. As I was beginning to read 


it, a worthy Member of our Socicty deſired 
irſt to be heard a few Words ; and ſug- 
geſted, that fince you had given a full and 
poſitive Anſwer to the Queſtions, about 


* which the Congregation deſired to be in- 


* formed, in your former Letter, he thought 
there could be no Occaſion to hear any 
* Thing farther; and therefore moved, that 
e Senſe of the Congregation might be 
don, whether they defired to have any 
more read. This Perſon never ſaw or 
© heard of your ſecond Letter, before I men- 
© tioned it -to the Congregation : Nor had 


* the leaſt Apptehenſion of ſuch a Morion. 


But it being ſeconded and thirded, 
< tcre 


(94) 
< there was a Neceſſity by the Rules of 80. 
* cicty to have the Queſtion put, Whether it 
« fſhould be rcad or no? And accordingly ic 
« was carricd ia the Negative by a great Iz. 
« jority. This is the true State of the Ca. 
and you arc welcome to make what Uſe ; 
« pleatc of this Account, from, 


S1R, | 
Tour very reſpectful Brother, 
Preſcor-Street, 
Feb. 6, 172 and Servant 
Joun Evans. 


Lam obliged to my Brother Evans for |: 
Civiliry in {ending me this Acccount, and 
thank kim for the Liberty he has given me, 0 
make what Uic I pleaſe of it. I then crave 
leave to fay, that ic has not altered 
Thouzkts of that Vote, as hard upon me and 
my Pcopic. My fuit Letter was in Anlwer to 
the Deſire of his Church, and for ther Sar. 
fachen. My ſecond of another Nat: " 
complaining of Inpuſtice done by Mr. Res 
and tor my own and People's Vindicat. 0. 
Provided a fair ſtate of the Caſe between Air 
Read and rc had been agreed upon, and 
known; we could have had no Objection 2 
exmkt another People's chuſing him for their 
Aſitnr or Paſtor, how much ſoever he differs 
from us in Opinion. They are doubtleſs 2 
as much Libetty to chuſc him, if they fee in, 


28 
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2; weto refaſc him. But my Letter was con- 
cerning a Matter of Mrong, wherein any pri · 
ate Perſon, much more a Miniſter and Peo- 
ple, have a Title to Regard by the Rule of the 
Goſpel. which is to guide in this Cafe. And 
if a People through Precipitancy, or any other 
Cauſe, ſhall divert therefrom, I conceive it to 
be the Miniſter's Place, who preſides among 
them, to inform and direct them to act by it. 
Nor are they in Nlatters of a moral Nature, 
to bc abſoluteliy governed by what is practiſed 
and cuſtomary in civil Socictics, but by the 
Laws of Chrijt ; the Breach of which are not 
to be excuied by any Cuſtom or Rule of ci 
Con;fitution. When Mr. Read was with us, 
he had a fair Hearing before the Gentlemen of 
che Church, and was not wronged afterwards in 
che Account that was given to the Body. But 
though we complaincd of his Paper as an un- 
fut Repreſentation, and thought our ſelves 
greatly injared by the Account of Facts, yet 
nothing in our Vindication was allowed to be 
once read, (tho had that been, we ſhould have 
given them no farther Trouble) but a Vote paſ- 
d againſt it. This I ill think to be hard, and 
25 way ſuĩtable to the Reſpect due to a Society 
of fellow Chriſtians, that had amicably con- 
ioc:ared with them in monthly Acts of — 

V'orſhip, fora long Courſe of Years. 
| ſhall now ſhut up the whole Hiſtory of 
this Afﬀoir, with what paſſed berween me and 
Member of Mr. Evanss Church, whoſe 
Name I ſhall conceal, being one I have an 
Eftcem 


| 
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Efteem for, 25 having long born the Char: 
facere Chriſtian, though I think 
way of treating me was too harſh and af, 
ſawing 

After the ſhort Leiter fent Me. Evans, ſien- 
ed by Mr. Reomfon and wy felt, (vid. p. 37. 
7 hadrhe following Letter. | 


S18, 

OUR lac Letter figned by your (lf 

* and Nr. Nabimſon, to Mr. Evans, ls 
* filled mc with the greateſt Concern. As | 
* am one under Mr. Ewvans's paſtoral Care, 
< look upon my ſelf obliged to inquire into 
the Reaton of ſuch a ſurpriſing. (and in my 
* gment) raſh Step. If it be Hereſy in 
VB inc, or Immorality in Practice, 1 i 
* fir I ſhould know it for my own Govern 
ment. And I think nothing ſhort of oac 
«of them, can juſtify ſuch a Procedure. 1: 
< you think fit to admit me into your Preſcnce, 
in order to my Satisfaction in this Por, 
* w:ll de thank. I would hope, as you ai 
A Miniſter of the Goſpel of Peace, you hav: 
* Reaions, tot the ſecuring the Peace of your 
< own Mind on Reflection, or elſe you kev: 
dlemiſhed your own Character, which R 
« tors I deſire you would communicate to me. 


2 


« I am, 
Se, | 
2 Tour hearty Friend, 
Iran av, 


Occ. 28, 1320, / . * 5 ant, N. 
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To the beſt of my Remembrance the Per- 
{on brought this Letter himſelf, to whom 1 
came down, and agreed to have a Meeting 
with him that Afternoon at my Brother No- 
linſon s, when I would give ſome Reaſons, 
why I defired with him to conſider farther, a- 
out our joining with Mr. Zoe, in out 
paratory Exerciſes, 7B 

I ſhall only obſcrve upon this Perſon's Ler- 
ter, that if nothing ſhort of | Hereſy in Doc- 
trine, or Immoraliry in Practice, can juſtify 2 
Man in ſo much as confadermg whether it be 
it for him to continue his joining in the Wor- 
ſnip of Gop, with a Miniſter, or religious 
Society, with whom upon Occaſions, he has 
ſormeriy fo done, I know not how we ſhall 
;utify our Separation from the Church of 
ENGLAND. I hope be is not ſo w2charitable 25 
to think all who . officiate in the eſtabliſhed 
Church to be Hereticks, or m Men; 
ond yet we think we have Reaſons that will 
juſtify our though we had not the 
caſt to advance a Charge of this Nature. We 
believe there are many ſound and good Men 
in. the eſtabliſhed Church, and look upon the 
Cinirch of England, as a great Branch of the 
REFORMATION. My Brother Robinſon and I 
did only ſuſpend our AQ for that Time. If 
ais Perſon was filled with ſuch an extreme 
Concern at this Suſpenſion of ours, ſhould he 
ot have been as much concerned, to have 
prevail d with his own Miniſter to have deſired 
— 2 Con- 
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a Conference * and not join with others, t 
Meaiurcs bad been taken to ſatisfy Mr. R 
_ fonand me, when bc could not but think 
muſt have ſome Difficulties and Odjections q 
our Minds, for Rcaions he could not be | 12 0 
tant of. 
met this Gentleman, I think 05. After 
noon by Agreement at Mr. NRobimſons, WW. 
I gave him ſome of rhe Reaſons, of ther 
which he judged to be ſuch a ſpriſng 
raſh Step. After which I ſet down the Head 
of — 4 of them in a 2 have byn 


They are theſe. 


L I thought I had juſt Matter of Compla 
agziaſt Mr. Read, and deſired that what I had 
offered in V indication of my ſelf and Peop'c, 
might be communicated by Mr. E uans to h. 
Church z but fo far was I from obtaining 
reaſonable Requeſt, that neither my Lettie 
not any other Paper from me, was allowe« *- 
be read, tho at a preceding Mecting 
Read's Paper, of which I complained, was d. 
muted to be rcad. 


II. I couid not but abide by my own AQ =: and 
the Peoples in parting with Mr. Read, 
could not yicid (as Circumſtances then lived) 
to Mr. Read's joining with us in his orcſent 
Capacity, which would be a vertual conde 
ing of what we had done in relation to tna: 
Marter, at leaſt would be io interpreted. 


III. ! 
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III. Tfeared the Conſequence of our join: 
ing together at a Time, when both the Paſtors 
2nd People of the ſeveral Congregations Were 
r PER 27 | 


IV. che Word of God uirefte us, n 
thoſe whith” cauſe Droifuons and Offences, 
contrary to the Doctrine which we have learn , 
ed, and avoid them, n 9 


Mr. Robinſon has given me hi Senſe e 
his Hand, ia the following Words. 4 


£ 


7 aim of Opinion, that the Method of Pro: 
re1ding in Mr. Evans's Church, in Relation 
e. Reynolds andebis Church, is chat will 

aV9idably break ihe Conſociation of 
Comchbes, not only among Us, but through all 


ihe ( Lriftian World. 
B. ROBINSON. 


Afrer this I rived another Letter fm the 
ſame P etſon. 


Sw I720. 
SIR, 


Laank you for the Freedom you lately 
© allow'd me, have impartially conſidered, 


nat was alledged by yon, in Juſtification 
of your late Treatment of Mr. Evans, gi- 
ving it all the Weight it will admit of, and 
maſt declare, as Ididat parting, my Charge 
of Injuſtice to Mr. Evans, and his People, 
ball remains, As for Mr. Robinſen, all he 
Fe N 2 ” * faid 


6 
fſaid amounted to no more than his Attac 
* ment to Mr. Reynolds, which, I think, dc. 
« ſerves little Notice. It being thus, I won 
* from your Character, you will L. 
* lickly retract and acknowledge your Miſt a!::. 
= This is farcly the {ea/? that may be cxpeaci, 
and this I do demand in Juſtice to Mr. E. 
vun, and his to whom I ſtand err 
ted. May the great Gop pour out upon ou 
* a Spirit of Love and of a found Mind. NIA 
ne proſper your Labours for the promo 
of genuine Chriſtianity, (holy Love to Gon 
* Ie is the ſincere Prayer of, 
IR, | 
Tour real Friend and humble Serwant, 


P. S. Tic reported, but am unwilling 76 

* feve, that Mr. Robinſon the laſt Loc: 

« Day from the Pulpit gave notice, Thi! 
* whereas for many Tears the three Congre- 
* gations bad join d in preparatory Work: 
One of them (Mr. Fvans) had not 
* ke off, for which he was very ſorr) ; 
fer [Fords to this rigs 


My R. 

Sin, . ug 7 
VN Anſwerto yours I think I have fully 
- A © diſchargd my Duty, by giving you 
* in a Chriſtian Manner the Reaſons which 
dove fatisfied me in Relation to wy late 
Conduct, and are ſuch as I doubt not, whe! 
* known, will have more Weight with man 

L than 


* 


( 101 ) 


« nn I was 
«- ſurpriſed and gricved at your Reflection up- 
on that learned and good Man, my Brother 
© Robinſon, who deſerves more Reſpect, and 


« is, I am perſuaded, no farther attachd to 
« me, (nor will be in a Caſe of this Nature 
to any Man) than he is induc d to it by his 
c Own Conviction and Judgment. You have 
« nothing farther to expect from me than my 
© earneſt Prayers to Gop for Mercy to us all, 

and a greater Meaſure of Grace * 
« of Need. I am 


Nour faithful Friend and Servant in Chrif, 
Trno. RErnoLDs. 


P. F. Tow are the firſt that has inform d 
mme of Twhat you mention in _ 

| * ſcript. 1 hope my Brother 
« thing from the Pulpit but . 22 is 
able to Juſtify. 


4bxci os Pr 


ls have gene through the whole 
S Tha Buſineſs relating to Mr. James 
Read, contenting my ſelf with giv- 
ing a naked Account of 
without adding many Circumſtances that would 
aye aggravated Matters exceedingly, and ſaying 
no more than what I thought neceſſary for my 
own Vindication with as little Hurt to others 
as 


#2 + _ Cr 


| bs to groſs à Fal 


| ( 162 } 
a8 | well could. I have not imitated Mr. Broumę 
ia his abuſive way of writing, as nevet dari» 
to break through the Boundaries of Religion 
Truth, and good Manners, to ſhew a firs; 
Wit. It he will be profane, proſtitute 
Character, bely and defame a Brother Mini 


niſter co make Sport, and gain Reputatic: 2. 


mong wanton Sroffers, I can aſſure him he is 
tar from being the Object of my Envy. N 
Buſincfs is to Hr his Wit, and to fee wha: 
he has of Truth or Argument, which, when 
examined into, is but ot ſmall Account. 


1 intend, if D give Health and L.. 
farc, ro follow him the other Parts of 
Letter, wherein I ſhali ſhew the vile Ca 
nics, unfair Reaſonings, notorious Uncl12:: 
tablcacls, and ſcandalous Profancneſs, Who 
with it every whefe abounds: which witca 
done, may publiſh it if neediul, as a Seco 

Peart to this. Ar preſent I think tir to adve: 

rife thus much, that what he hath ſet forth x 
his Tire Page as one great OccasioN of |: 


Letter, . in which he charges me with 


on-{ubſcribers from the . it, 
y, that if he uſed any! 

deavours ro be eff and truly informed, lie 
muſt be <7{/nll;\ gailty ; for nothing 1 
chat Paſſage he reters to, was ever delivered 
by me in the Pulpit, or ſpoken in Mr. Pot 

's Fuxtrai, SERMON ; but added afici 

wards, when I wrotc the Memoirs of his 


peitmng - the Non 


Lit. What I have ſaid in the Dedication 
concerning Mr. 1 and the People un 


i 


N 


(6103 
der his Care, I am able to ſupport; and a5 to 
what concerns the young Candidates for the 
ſiniſtry, Lam ſorry for their Sakes, he ſhould 
cver mention it. But theſe and other Things 
will be of aſter Conſideration. 

For a Cloſe to the foregoing Narrative, I 
{hall only inform my Reader that before I ſent 
my Papers to the Preſs, I read to the Gentle- 
men of the Church the Account drawn up ſo 
lan as they had any Concern therein; and they 
owned it to be a true one. If Mr. Browne, 
or any clic, ſhall diſpute the Matters of Fact 
here related, there are cnow, who have pro- 
feſſed themſelves willing and ready to atteſt 
the Trath of them ander their Hands. wi. 

am ſorry the Treatment I have met with, 
s compelled me to appear in this Manner, 
br: I thank God, I can ſay, I bear no ill Will 
o my Adverſaries, only wiſh they may ſee 
:rors and correct them, which would be Mat- 
er of Joy to many. I never did nor 
qemn any Brother as an Arian meerly' 
[:6/crivimg. And could we be ſo happy as to 

gcc in ſomething of the like Nature with 
bat was once offered to Conſideration (but 
:c;:cted with Cenſure) vi. to make a AN 
:)cclaration in a few Articles againſt thoſe d 
gerous Opinions, which have of late been pu 
iſhed and continued to be propagated Levy 
gi-at Diligence, and rcſolye we will heartily 
ond by one anot in oppoling them, I am 
perſuaded it would go a great Way in making 
ap our lamentable Differences. But whilſt 


* Y 


F. 
4 


$ 
| 
| 


Words that may ſignify ho 
the 


the 
Opiaton, very much abuſed our People. in mit 
2 


Scriprures in thelc Point, and err u 
willing to join witch us $#i-declating ageiak? 
opxoſite Exrors ; whillt they have, in m 


y both tri Riſe aud 
of chem for reveivingy 
fach -as maintain the So 
3 che wits FathetY 
x. Nazarc, and b 0 tha Darzy. of the 
Holy Sed they hereby kecemand cn. 
courage thoſe that Me ght rhe' received? 
Docdtine, and do many Ways diſcourage and 
icfſen the U ſefulneſs of cheir Brethren that 
have ſuhſctibed it 1 mut pray them to ioc 
give me it | veneate. go ſay; . E this: Condult 
coming hens Paper rapuay beon of 
ceruing not been +4 
die to get over, If aftet what I have Hfered they 
hall fill make me che Bur f th Dipl 
fare, and purſuc me with orgemperate Heat, 
Iuuſt in he Grace. of God through eiu 
Oueilt, chat I hall be enabled, taugre al 
rheir Attempts, to ſtand, ry, Ground 3-204 N 
tas Help I will Gay, har zal, Tie; Lei nf 
(OW 80 Weg from 5 4: We: i. 
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